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3. PPPPOPPEDODEDPOE OEM 


A ſerious Expoſtulation with that Party 
in Scotland, commonly known by 
the name of Ybigs. 


I T H what horror muſt one look 
back upon the deplorable ſtate of 
this wretched Kingdom theſe 45 
years, fince the unhappy Principles 
of Subjects taking Arms againſt the 
Lawfull Magiſtrate under pretence 
of Religion firſt prevailed among us ! Should I here impar- 
tially ſet down the ſtrange Diſtractions that tore us in pieces, 
the Rivers of Blood that were ſhed , and the manifold Miſe- 
ries that we and our Fathers for many years groaned under , 
I might ſeem perhaps to affect the writing a Tragedy, or the 
railing tranſports of paſſion in my Readers breaſt. But, alas ! 
the difmall effects of thoſe Convulſions are ſtill ſo vifible,that 
as they will jukity all that can be ſaid upon this Subjet ; fo 
at the ſame time they make it needleſs. When we had fought 
our ſelves into Bondage in the late unnatural War , and had 
no way left to remove the juſt Scourges of Rebellion , be- 
ſides our prayers and tears, which at length obtain'd of God 
the recovery of our ancient Government, Rights and Pro- 
perties , it was tobe hopd that the freſh remembrance of 
what we had felt,would have frighted at leaſt the preſent Ge- 
neration from all thoughts of renewing our Sufferings, and 
have kept our Soveraign's Reign as free from Blood, as God 
was pleaſed to make his Reſtauration. But wotull experience 
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has prov'd how ſoon ſo great a deliverance was forgotten : 
before the cicatrice of the late Wound was well cloſed, we 
made haſte to open it again. Pertland Hills, and Bothwell- 
Bridge wyl ſtand for laſting Monuments both of our Ingra- 
titude to God , and of our Difloyalty to his Vicegerent. 
Nor do we only adhere to thoſe wicked Principles which 
have already coſt the Nation ſo dear, but even outdo them 
by new and more dangerous Poſitions. Our Fathers, with- 
out caſting off all reverence for the Government, inſiſted on- 
Iy upon ſome pretended Exceſſes, which they pretended to 
redreſs. But ſome among us of late , by taking upon them 
to lay aſide Him who had undoubted right to govern, do 
{trike at the very Root , and endeavour to deſtroy thewhole 
ancient Conſtitution at one blow. They ſetup for a further 
degree of Sanctity and Reformation , which we have unhap- 
pily brought into ſuch a corruption of Morals,as has not been 
hitherto known among Chriſtians. Are not Aflaſſinations 
taught, as well as pratisd among us? and thofe who ſuffer 
for the baſeſt of Murders, are they not cry d up for Martyrs ? 
Are not the minds of many debauch'd to that ſtrange degree, 
as to glory in Opinions, and die for DoCtrines, which others 
cannot hear mention'd without horror ? Do not men, pre- 
tending tono ordinary meaſure of Chriſtianity , every day 
commit and allow of ations whereof Heathens would be 
aſham'd? and in one word, Can any thing be fo wickedly 
contriv'd by thoſe of the Party , as not to be cloak'd with 
the ſpecious title of Zeal for Chriſt ? Hence it is that Atheiſts 
and Profane perſons take occaſion to ſcoff at our holy Reli- 
gion 3 a reproach is hereby brought upon the Reformation , 
which always charg'd Popery with Rebellion. The reſt of 
Mankind look upon us as Enemies , and Contemners of the 
moſt ſacred ties of Religion and Society. Nor 1s it to be 
doubted but if we go on in ſuch brutal tenets and pradtices, 
eur Land will again become a field of Blood, For can we 
expect 
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exped& that the Government will thus give way to its own 
Diflolution ? or ſuffer us to go on in courſes ſo inconſiſtent 
with the publick ſafety 2 When ſofter Methods prove ineffe- 
ua), will it not be forced to defend it ſelf by proceeding to 
the utmoſt ſeverities? And I dread to think how when the 
wrath of God, and of our injurd Prince, ſhall at length pur- 
ſue us for our unaccountable obſtinacy,we cannot any where 
expect either refuge or pity. 

This terrible proſpect of what is moſt likely to come to 
pafs, has ſo wrought upon me in my retirement , that not- 
withſtanding the Circumſtances of my preſent condition , 
which fecure me as much from any ſhare in my Native 
Countrey's danger as my Conſcience doth from its guilt. I 
am reſolv'd to diſcharge the duty of a fincere Chriſtian and 
of a faithful Patriot, in laying open my thoughts upon this 
occaſion. Now that thoſe , for whoſe ſakes this diſcourſe 1s 
undertaken , may - both the better underſtand, and the lefs 
partially read it, I ſhall endeavour to fit my {tile to the 
meaneſt capacities, and to avoid, as much as poflible, all 
ſharpneſs of expreſſion , being of my (elf moſt inclin'd to Le- 
nitives 3 and having often obſervd that gentle treatment is 
moſt apt to affe& Noble Tempers , I ſhall therefore beg of 
my Countreymen that they will be pleaſed to lay aſide pre- 
judice for alittle while, and confider fairly with me theſe 
four — 

I. It ſuch courſes be not really inconliſteat with the 
fafety of any Government. 

I I. If they be not contrary to the nature of the Chri- 
ſtian Religton. 

III. If what is alledged from the obligation lying up- 


- on us by the late Covenants, be a ſufficient warrant for what 


we do. 
I V. If there be any ground for the new Doctrine of 


a pretended Forteiture, which ſome among us inſiſt upon. 
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Firſt Conſideration, 


It is neceſſary in all Civil Conſtitutions, that the Actions of 
Particular Perſons be directed towards the Publick Good.But 
moſt men being apt to ſteer their courſe only by the com- 
paſs of !ntereſt, the Wiſdom of no Government has hither- 
to found out a better way to ſupport it ſelf, than by eſtabliſh- 
iog ſuch an Authority as might ſee to every man performing 
his part in relation to the Publick. This laſt reſort of Pows- 
er, as the very life of the Government,has ſtill been account- 
ed (acred and inviolable z has had all the advantages of Laws 
in its behalf; has everywhere been arm'd againſt the attempts 
of Malice , Faction , or Ambition 3 nor has any thing been 
wanting that might enable it to anſwer the great ends of its 
Inſtitution , either to adminiſter Juſtice , fecure Property , 
or maintain Peace and Order. 

In whatever hands this Soveraign Power 1s lodg'd, as 
with us it is undoubtedly in the King's, there all muſt be 
ready to pay an humble deference, not only to countenance 
Authority when it promotes our Private Intereſt , but even 
when it ſeems leaſt favourable to us, to own that it has po- 
wer to puniſh as well as reward, there being no leſs reaſon 
for mens ſubmitting to what Authority thinks proper to in- 
Ai& upon their breach of the Laws,than for their laying claim 
to Protection, and other benefits, while they obſerve them. 
No ſeverity in the Prince can cancel the obligation that lies 
upon Subjets , nor put them in Commitlion to make vio- 
lent Refiltance , ſeeing this were a taking upon them to re- 
ze& that Judge , and deny that Authority, which the Laws , 
the Government,and they Thenſclves as Members of it,have 
already own(d to be Supream upon Earth. 

Nothing here below can be fo perfe&tly contriv'd as not 
to retain ſome inconveniences, and I ſhall grant a probabi- 
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lity, or a poſſibility at leaſt, of Particular Perſons ſuffering 
ſometimes unjuſtly, to be an inconvenience which neceſfarily 
accompanies the chief Authority 1n all Governments. But 
if there be no other way to ſhun it, than by allowing violent 
reſiſtance to be lawfull in ſuch caſes, the remedy will que- 
ſtionleſs prove much worſe than the diſeaſe. If with the ma- 
ny Laws inthe Prince's behalf,there were but one to counte- 
nance reliſting him , this one would in a ſhort time deſtroy 
all the reſt, and reduce his Authority to an empty name, 
Or if it were declared lawfull for Subjefts only to reſiſt in 
ſome caſes, who muſt judge when thele fall out ? The Prince 
could hardly be brought togive Sentence againſt himſelf, to 
wound his Power by releaſing men from their Allegiance. 
And if it were left to the judgment of Subjedts, it is to be 
feared that the Determination would be highly partial on 
their ſide 3 the caſe of lawfullReſiftance would then turn 
frequent, Obedience would be rare, unleſs ſupported by In- 
tereſt, and Subje&s would at this rate only beſuch towhom 
and when they pleaſed. 

This Principle of Reſiſtance being once allow'd , it nece(- 
farily opens a door to ſubvert all Authority, and renders the 
whole deſign of Government ineffetual. How could the Pu- 
blick Peace be ſecur'd, if there were ways left for Particular 
perſons lawfullyto rebel ? Differences could never be de- 
cided but by granting a Sentence from which there is no ap- 
peal , back'd with a power of executing without danger of 
oppoſition. There could be no order, were it left to Pri- 
vate mentodeſert their ſtations , to turn Judges where they 
are Parties, and to call Rulers to an account of their Admi- 
niſtration. If we leave Kingly Government, and look upon 
the moſt Popular Conſtitutions , which are raiſed but one 
ſtep above Anarchy, cven there the chief Magiſtrates are on- 
ly accountable to the whole Body for their actions : nor can 


any part of this Body, without the concurrence of the relt, 
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meddle with thoſe that have their Authority from all. Let 
us ſuppoſe Authority in ſome caſes may be miſtaken or bi- 
aſs'd in its deciſions 3 without doubt we might expect much 
greater errors and partiality,were every man left to judge of 
his own performances. If we think it inconvenient that the 
Prince ſhould be enabled by his Power to injure any Parti- 
cular Perſon , much worle would it be to put it in every 
Particular Perſon's power to be unjult to the Prince. To be 
ſhort , the Supream Power falling ſometimes into no good 
hands,doth not fruſtrate the chief ends of Government z but 
ifdiſcontented ſpirits may find ways lawfully to make oppa- 
fition, nothing can keep it from being dillolved. 

[t is moſt plain that SubjeRts Rights are rather ſecur'd than 
endangerd by the Princes not being accountable for his 
Actions, and that they would ſoon find themſelves at a loſs 
by being allow'd to reſiſt : for as men are naturally apt to 
complain, and areallways partial enough to think themſelves 
molt hardly dealt with; (o if they were at liberty to fall up- 
on the Government, in helping to weaken that, they would 
wound their own Security. The whole Body mult feel the 
blow which the Head receives. Life may be preſerved with 
the hazard or loſs of ſeveral Members, but when the Head 
is affected, every part languiſhes, and with it all dies. The 
great foundation then of the Subjects Safety being ſhaken by 
violating the Prince's Rights, Intereſt it ſelf ſhould teach ns 
to be very tender of them , and never to offer atdeſtroying 
that which appears perhaps inconvenient in onereſpect , but 
is uſeful and neceſlary in many. If it trouble us to be at the 
Prince's Mercy, we may remember we are likewiſe under his 
ProteQion , and ſo need apprehend none beſides. And this 
I hunibly conceive is a Condition much more deſirable , 
than by renouncing our Allegiance , unhinging the Go- 
vernment -, and getting thus without the reach of an 
imaginary danger, to draw upon our ſclves the violence 
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of every one that hath ſtrength or wickedneſs enough to 
hurt us, 

And truly our Countrey is at little beholden to us for re- 
ſiſting Authority,as we are to our ſelves ; for in ſhaking off 
all duty to our Prince, we encourage others to do the ſame : 
this muſtinvolve the Government in conſtanttrouble, and 
deprive ug of the bleſſed fruits of Peace, upon whichwe can- 
not (et too high a value. If every one of us be reſolvd to 
make good our petty Rights, can we imagine our Prince 
will tamely paſs from His, which are ſo great? And at this 
rate there is no avoiding a Civil War, with all its fatal Con- 
ſequences , which will fall much heavier upon the Publick, 
than any thing that any Particular Man or Sort of Men can 
ſuffer. The Government of the worſt of Princes is infinite- 
ly preferable to Anarchy and Confuſion , where Guilty and 
Innocent are equally obnoxious to Dangerz where no Man's 
Prudence, Vertue , or Merit cangive him Sanctuary. Rowe 
felt it ſelf much more at eaſe under a Caligria, a Nero, a 
Domitian, or a Commodus , than amid(t the terrible Alarms 
ofa Givil War. This in a few Days ſpilt more of Rome's beſt 
Blood , baniſh'd more Senators, and ruin'd more Families , 
than any of thoſe Tyrants did in ſeveral Years. But if it went 
better with the Publick, while ſuch Monſters fate at the Helm, 
who were themſelves governd , and governd others by no 
better Laws, than what Cruelty , Avarice, Ambition, 
and the reſt .of their unbridled Paſſions ſuggeſted 3 I am 
willing ſtill to believe , That none of us are fo much our 
own , and our Countrey's Enemies , to prefer Anarchy be- 
fore the ealy Yoke of our Indylgent Prince, who's Reign 
has never yet been ſtaind with one Act of his Cruelty; 
Whom Envy it {clt cannot charge as gratifying his Avarice , 
or Ambition,- at the Expence of his Subjects Fortunes or 
Lives 3 - but-vyho on the contrary has hitherto made good . 
what he has been pleaſed , both.in Publick and Private, of- 
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ten to declare , That he intends to govern according to the 
eſtabliſhed Laws of his Kingdoms. And truly we mult allow 
it reaſonable , that all his Subjects follow this Royal Pattern, 
and make the Laws likewiſe the Sandard of their Actions ; 
or if they cannot be brought this length , it 15 fit that at leaſt 
they learn patiently to ſubmit, without taxing their Prince 
of Severity or Injuſtice , forrequiring them to obſerve thoſe 
Rules, by which he himſelf vouchſafes to be govern'd, But 
if nothing beſides our own private Intereſt will influence us, 
even this ought to make all tremble at the very Thoughts of 
diſturbing the Publick Peace, or of ſctting their- Countrey 
on Fire , leſt they themſclves be burnt up in its Aſhes. Ag 
no Art can manage this Flame , when it is once kindled ; ſo 
it has always been obſerv'd , that the unhappy Inſtruments 
of ſuch Tragedies have ſeldom eſcap'd , or, at beſt, the if- 
ſue has prov'd more grievous,than any thing that could have 
befallen them by keeping to a dutiful Compliance. It muſt 
then be confeſt , that Men are very ill advisd, to draw in- 
evitable Calamity upon their Countrey , and to ſacrifice the 
Lives and Fortunes of ſo many thouſands , where thEInju- 
ſtice is ſo plain , and the Succeſs of the Undertaking fo 
doubtful. 

And now me-thinks I hear ſome alledg , That they only 
endeavour to maintain thofe Natural Rights and Priviledges 
to which every Man has an undoubted Title , or that they 
only ſtand upon felt-Defence , which is enjoind them by the 
Law of Nature. But however plauſible ſuch pretences may 
appear at firſt view , yet when narrowly took'd into , they 
will not beable to bear them out : for neither the Defence 
of Natural Rights, nor the Law of Nature, will allow of 


any ſuch monfirous Doftrine. As to things which are un- 


doubtedly Natural guns , all Men, who are Members of 
Societies , and liveunderany Rules, do every day part with 


ſeveral of them, and find a real Advantage in fo doing , 
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_ freely reſign ſome natural Rights into the hands of the 
Publick , which thereupon enſures to them the reſt. And 
tho by this means their Natural Liberties are brought under 
the Confinement of Laws, and are in ſome meaſure abridg'd, 
yet ſtill their Condition is much more comfortable, than if 
they continucd (ingle and independent Perſons , neither ow- 
ing Obedience as Subjects, nor as ſuch receiving Prote&ion 3 
for in this Caſe the Pleaſure of enjoying all the Priviledges 
of Nature, with the gilded name of entire Liberty , would 
be ſufficiently allay'd by the conſtant Terrors and Fears they 
muſt then live in. Their own natural Rights , without any 
other Support , would little avail them, nor would their 
overvalued Freedom fail to determine in Slavery , as ſoon 
as they met with any ſtronger than themſelves. And thus 
by ſtanding upon all the Priviledges of their Birth, and eve- 
ry thing that Nature had given them , they ſhould be able 
to ſccure nothing. 

The greateſt Lovers therefore of Freedom, have in all Ages 
been wiſe enough to ſee an Intereſt in framing themlſclves 
into Bodies under certain Laws, which limited, but withal 
ſecured thoſe Rights of Nature; and the great Dangers from 
which this Union freed them, as well as the Advantages that 
have ariſen from it, made Men agree, to keep nothing back, 
no not Life it ſelf, when the Publick required it : and this 
makes it evident,that Self-defence is not enjoin'd by the Law 
of Nature, becauſe this Law is inviolable ; and if it abſo- 
lutely required the Preſervation of Life, no Man could then 
venture it for his Countrey , for his Parents, nor for his 
Friends, no Criminal could without Sin ſubmit to the Exe- 
cution of the Judges Sentence 3 and not to meddle with 
Chriſt's Death, the Glory of Martyrs would be their Crime, 
for Violating the Law of Nature by their Voluntary Suffe- 
rings. Þ own Self-defence to be every Man's undoubted 
Birth-right, one of our deareſt NE » Which we are 
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not to forgo unleſs upon weighty Conſiderations. But the 
great Fallacy is here, Men are apt to confound Natural 
Rights, and the Law of Nature , which vaſtly differ. The 
Law of Nature contains certain general Truths , the Fruit 
and genuine Reſults of Refleftion , the very Impreſſions 
which God has immediately graven in our Souls, which are 
not to be violated , and which every Man's Reaſon maſt ap- 
prove. Whereas the Rights of Nature are frequently dil- 
penſed with , nor have we any further Title to them , than 
the Laws of the Government , whereof we are Members , 
allow us. So that the whole Matter being rightly under- 
ſtood, I may boldly ſay , The Law of Nature firſt taught 
Men to give up their Natural Rights to the Publick , as the 
wiſeſt Bargain they could make, ſeeing upon their commit- 
ting their Lives, Liberties and Fortunes to its Truſt, to be 
diſposd of at all times as the Publick ſhould think” fit , there 


isa ſufficient Return made them by the Publick , which in . 


this Caſe undertakes their ProteCtion againſt the whole 
World. 


Second Conſideration. 


The great Deſign of the Chriſtian Religion is to reform 
men inwardly, to calm the Storm, which Pride , Malice, or 
Love of Revenge are apt to raiſe, which it effefts by ſeaſon- 
ing the Mind with Humility , Gentleneſs, and Patience. It 
was chiefly intended to remove Mens Thoughts from Tem- 
poral to Spiritual Objedts, teaching them in all Conditions 
to ſhew an entire Reſignation to God, grounded upon a 
ſure Confidence of his Paternal Care and Prote@ion ; and 
when Men are once arrived at this bleſſed Temperof Spirit , 
it will diſcover it {lf in the whole Tenor of their Lives, 
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with Relation both to God and their Neighbour. Far from 
repining atthe Divine Providence under the harſheſt Di(- 
penſations, they will then be ſeen to rejoice in Afﬀiictions ; 
they will cheerfully take up their Croſs, and , notwithſtan- 
ding all diſcouragements, will keep on a ſteady Courſe to- 
wards Heaven. Nor is it to be imagind that '#1l Uſage from 
Men will be able to diſcompoſe thoſe, who have put on the 
ſtrongeſt Reſolutions to be at peace with the whole World, 
to forgive Injuries as ſoon as received, to pray for their 
Perſccutors, and to return Good for Evil. 

Seeing the holy Religion then , which we profeſs, re- 
quires ſuch a peaceable and gentle Diſpoſition of Mind in 
the croſs Occurrences of this Life , and ſeems upon all Occa- 
ſions to diſcountenance any thing that ſavours of Violence , 
certainly it will never allow of violent Methods in what im- 
mediately regards it ſclf. And as theſe are-neither ſuitable to 
the Nature nor Deſign of Religion , ſo it may be ſufficiently 
ſecur'd without them 3 and he who queſtions the Fruth of 
this, doth forget that Religion is an inward Principle, fix'd 
inthe Soul , from whence no outward Force is abke to re- 
move it. Men may be {poild of their Goods, depriv'd of 
their Liberties, and ſuffer conftant Perſecution for Righ- 
teouſneſs-ſake,without-hazarding their Religion, which is be- 
yond the Reach of the ſtrongeſt and moſt malicious Ene- 
mies. An undeniable Inſtance of this Truths we meet with 
in the Primitive Martyrs, who, tho they were oftentimes 
mean and contemptible Perſons, yet they held out againſt 
the whole Power of the Roman Empire. So that Religion 
may properly be term'd, A precious Treaſure, of which no 
man was ever yet robd , but by his own Fault z and as we 
may laughat any Attempts, which are made againſt it, fo 
nothing can be more unreaſonable, than to ufe Violence in 
keeping what cannot be taken from us. We much underva- 
lue its Power, if we imagine that there is need of any wo 
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of this kind to ſupport it. Nor can there be a more certain 
Sign of the Spirit's being weak in us, than our not daring 
to truſt it without a Guard, In a word , Religion has not 
throughly inflam'd thoſe Souls , which are not able to offer 
Sacrifice to God without borrowing ſtrange Fire. 


The Precepts of Chriſtianity do not ſeem plainer in any - 


one Thing, than in that unlimited Submiſſion which, as Sub- 
jeAs, we ow to our Prince ; and if our Duty to God may 
ſometimes juſtify our Refuſal to pay an ative Obedience , 
yet in no Caſe are private Perſons at Liberty to reſiſt, but 
mult bear patiently the ſharpeſt Tryals, until they can eaſe 
themſelves in a lawful , that is , ina peaceable way. If the 
Princes EdiQs therefore ſhould appear ſuch as did infringe 
our deareſt Priviledges, and in our Judgment ſtrike even at 
Religion it (elf, we ought ſtill to remember who we are , 
and what we are concernd for. We muſt not preſently 
ſhake off our Allegiance , and imagine that this gives, us Au- 
thority to diſturb the Publick Peace, or that there is no Re- 
bellion where Religion is the Cauſe we fight for. God doth 
not call us to put to our Hand after this irreverent manner , 
to ſupport the tottering Ark; and the Sincerity of our Inten- 
tions, or our Zeal for God's Glory and the Goſpel,will not 
excuſe us in any indire& Courſes. God is jealous of his own 
Honour, and caneafily compaſs his Ends, without requiring 
ſach things at our hands. The Means he is pleaſed to recom- 
mend to us, as fitteſt for this Purpoſe , are our humble Ad- 
dreſles to our Soveraign , whom in Conſcience we dare not 
oppoſe , our making known our juſt Grievances in a dutiful 
manner , and laying modeſtly before him thoſe Conſidera- 
tions, which are moſt likely to remove his Prejudices, and 
diſpoſchim to-entertain a better Opinion of Us and our Prin- 
ciples 3 and when we have fought with theſe Arms , which 
Heaven approves of, we muſt back our Petitions with our 
Prayers to God , that He , who has the hearts of Kings al- 

ways 


Ela booths aA. / 
- 


3 


*. vc i MIFs- 


WOE CME IG ig Btheaneo been ett i ES ESD Crs 


-aalwnt bod Ai. gb 
- 


(15) 
ways in his Hands , will incline our Prince to grant our Re- 
queſts, and then, if our Cauſe be truly good, if it be God's 
as much as we are willing to believe it is , then if we do not 
{poil it inthe Management , we need not inthe leaſt doubt 
of a moſt comfortable flue. 

But as Things are now order'd,it will be hard to perſuade 
the World that we are atted by an Evangelical Spirit, where 
the Praftices of many are fo apparently contrary to the Go- 
ſpel. To have our handsſtill upon our Swords, ready to 
draw as ſoon as the lea(t Advantage js given us, ts a Poſture 
1]! befitting our Profeſſion , and is that which doth inſenſibly 


, deſtroy , but will never maintain Religion. What we would 


have paſs for pure Zeal, others look upon as Rage, and love 
of Revenge ; and condemn our fomenting Tumults and In- 
ſurrefions againft Authority , as Rowing either from a 
Diffidence of God's Providence , or from a Diſtruſt of his 
Promiſes , or at beſt from our Impatience to wait his good 
time. Look back upon the Contrivances of all Rebellions , 
and you muſt reckon Craft, Ambition, and Hypocriſy have 
been always among the moſt innocent Inſtruments that are 
employ'd in hatching and carrying them on ; and yet theſe 
are ſo far from being Ads. of Chriſtianity , that all Men 
who are concern'd to be thought ſtri& in their Morals , will 
be aſham'd to own them, What then ſhall we ſay to the 
Falſchood , the Cruelty, the Oppreffion and Injuſtice which 
are ſo.eminently conſpicuous in the Hiſtory of our late un- 
happy Rebellion ? Certainly for Men to pretend amid(t fo 
groſs Enormities , that what they do is to promote God's 
Service, and to fighthis Battels, is a Sin much beyond all 
the reſt , and brings ſo great a Scandal upon our holy Reli- 
gion , that we fee by woful Experience, how it has helpd 
to ſet up that Spirit of Atheiſm which now abounds a» 
mong us. 

The Arms with which true Religion delights to _ - 

] 2 


| 
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ſelf, are ofa quite different Nature , as Jiſtice and Integri- 


ty in Mens Dealings, Innocence in their Lives, Zeal with- 


out Hypocriſy in their holy Performances z Willingneſs ra- 


ther to receivethe greateſt, than to do the leaſt Injury ; En- 


mity againſt no Perſon , much leſs againſt the Prince 3 Con- 
ſtancy in ſuffering all manner of Inconveniences , rather 


than to contra& Guilt in removing t hem 3 and laſtly, a ſin- 
cere Abhorrence of offering to ſtain the Chriſtian Religion, 
by Shedding any Man's Blood in its maintenance, while yet 


they are refolv'd by God's Grace patiently to ſacrifice their 
own Lives, rather than renounce it. Theſe and the like 


were the innocent Methods which under God prov'd inſtru-, 


mental in converting the Heathen World. Chriſtianity, af- 
ter a new kind of Warfare, became , Victorious by yielding ; 
planted , is true, it was and grew up in Blood, yet in 
ſuch as was not ſpilt in the open Fields ; but upon Scaffolds 
and in Amphitheaters , and always without Reſiſtance. No 
other Arms than Prayers , Tears, and invincible Patience, 

made it triumph over the Power of Heathen Rowe, Holy 
Leagues , Bonds of mutual Defence , Cabals and ſecret Pra- 
Qtices were not known in thoſe Ages. Private Meetings in- 
deed we read of, which far fromendangering the Peace of 
the Empire, provd the beſt Seminaries to inſtruft Men in the 
Principles of Loyalty as well'as \Religion 3 Nothing of Se- 

dition was ever heard or taught in thoſe pure,tho Nocturnal 

Aſſemblies. No man thought fit to meddle with Authority,or 
arraign the Government there 3 the time was much better 

ſpent ,- even in Exerciſes of Deyotion, and in pious Medi- 
tations 5 ſeldom was the Emperors Name there mentioned , 


except in the Prayers that they daily offer'd up for his Safe- | 
ty , even when the Church groaned under his Perſecution-:; | 
and for the. Truth of what is here alledged, I dare appeal to | 


the Doftrine and Praftice of Chriſt, and of the primitive 
Chriſtians. | Woo , - 


If | 


, 
; 
L 
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If we take an exaQ view of the Copy Chrift has fee 
us, either in his Words orin his a Bans, in what he tavight, 
hqypirhe iuel, cm ard Spler, (Fol us 
w as a cy, hedi ea ci 
2, 27-), Thoſe who ace gently and, peaeably cas, hve 
MO Call Share in the pronounced 
ning of his moſt Divine Sermon, (Math. 5. v. ” 9, Ds 
if we urge his own Words tothe contrary, that he-came hoc 
to ſend Peace, but a. word, (Math; 10. 4..34;) theGiſhew 
Laguna ut ey war ley would be the! unhappy Bflie&; 
than the real Defign of his Coming , which was chiefly +0 
"make Peace betwixt God and Man, and to make Men be at 
Peace with one another 3 in Order to this he commands us 
- Ln dna Ft the. a ys 
che Learned here obſerve: Prevepebe general, 
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good 


good Opinion oft. Nor v was it at call to be introduced with 


Violence, "or Hazard to' their Lives , ſeeing the Defign of” 


the:86h'0f Man's'Coming; was tot to- deftriy Mews Love, 
_ eo 'Eake 9, V+ 56! 6-44 
| ande ſhalt be that of 'Se: Pieter ; Who when. 
Pte worn tO A prehend Chriſt, (Math. 26: v, 51,82.) 
drew his $word , "and (mote a Servant'of the' High- prieſt's, 
and vilt off his Bar's 5'bur inftead of receiving: Tha for his. 
Zeal! in his Maſter's Deferibe, ' he was cofntnanc e&to ut up hjs 
- with this Threat, Nhat al thby'who take 162 -Sward: 
U'perifÞ.by the Sword. . Both: Ancicht and *Moderh Wri- 
ters have urged” this'as a 'plain Argument 'againſt SubjeRy 
aſſaminp toxkemſclves the Pdwer of the Sword tool 
MagiRrats ,\isp thoſe who-4@by their Comtrii mY 
Cavil which {$4 make /io8 if the Threktring's 
reed rathersto the' Jews than to' St. Peter, wilt b-5 im- 
partial Perfot alway mays jab for a violent wreſting the ary 
from GC: | ef 4 er. 
doth e lie cms) Wo Dior 
paw cov; [>'\f6ing ne (ob Es 
or defend God hicaſlf ——_—_ of the Anciengs (Orig 
dovtregneliide from Chriſt#Command' to! Peter 'to pur'uy whe 
9word'y ithid we muſnbedray ie wont 4 /it, | 
dnd:charal}rhofewhb dr pdtim {n'd' 6 Peace! 
;"tnalt-peeifiinithe Wir Win! thi deat] 
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and rt mms 5 he ought to/tliſfvorirage all private Perſona 
Sy p againſt Authority,l ſhall only give the- Words 
fone = and judicious Commentator (Grotine is - 
26 Math.) upon this Place , andthe rather ,, becauſe; dg 
havefalſly challengd'bis Teſymony' fron: other: of. his 
tings 5 to' weaken this Evangelical Dottie; of Nos 
ſtance. * This Admonition, ſaith he, doth not only belong 
*to Peter, but indeed to all-Chriſtians, whom publick Autho- 
* rity offers to. puniſh for their Profeſſion. | And; it ixbe Wal 
Fof God /thar we: ſhould then give ' Teſtimony to;-allozhe 
*World'of our Chriftian Patience , and commit; -gur 8 
*unto him , as untoa fairhful Creator, x Pet. 2. v. 9%... For 
* what, ith he , can be more juſt , than. for us to layout 
« our Lives forthe-Honor of him, from wham we had them 
5 Nor muſt the —— Right ok:Self deftice-be berg plead: 
ed, for there is renee; faith be, in,uling-this 
« Right againſt Ro tors, or ſuch like: Perſons , where. we 
« have the Law onourfide , or againſt 'the .Gommands of 
*Awhority, which ,'tho unjuſt, ,areto be horn. with. For, 
£ as he afterwards obſerves ; "Men. being :apt! tache partiel.4n 
* what- inimediately concerns.thenifelves, if 0ndq&private Per: 
£ ſons be allow'd to make violent Oppoſition, when hey 
* think they are injur'd by the Magiſtrate , the Warld: wil 
&ſobn be dah Tumunlts:;)-ari the Force: of.Laws; = 
5 Judicial Procedures will be made void. Reaſon, th 
*2t {-IFobligeth-us to grant ſome Power which: not be 
« reſiſted; and itiscertain , -fanth.he , 1n Matters 0 Rel 
© the-Exaimples obthe primitive Chriſtians do teach. us. f 


| *fewpatichtly any Violence offered us by/ thoſe: who. Are,Jy 
; © Authority. * 9411 0G 


F778 
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* Now conſidering all that" might be-ſhid in that 


offer'd 


fi 
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offet iva- Perſon, whom he knew.to be moltimnocent ;. 
and in whom no other Fauk 'could be found , that what 
' Malice fallly 3 and therefore no- wonder. if (Peter 


fit to do: what he could , to reſcue him. . What he 
did'was'irr Defence of a Maſter, und one, who bifides the 
common'Ties of Duty and Gratitude , which might prompt 
the Diſciple , had deſerved likewiſe well of him ,. by '\many 
As of Love and Tendernefs expreſs'd towards him. 
d laſtly, 4here ſcem'd ww tarns rea Religion in this 
Antewpr; or be fav they were the Mefllas to- 
death ,' 'purpoſely to ftifle the great they had ſeen- 
Mens, Ft duc the heavenly Dodrine which he had 
the whole of his coming into the 
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fo be- penedl not bis Menth. Hequeſtion'd not the Authori- 
ty of Pilate , be ſummon'd not-Etgions of Angels to come to 
his Aſſiſtance , but meekly and hixmbly ſubmitting tea moſt 
unjuſt Sentence , he has propoſed' himſelf as a Patern to 
Chriſtians, (1. Pet. 2. v. 21.) For tho i# beboved Chriſt accor- 
ding to the Scriptures-to ſuffer , yet what was nooeflury both in 
reſpe& of Gad's'Decrees, and for the Benefit of Mankind ,. 
muſt be acknowledged voluntary in refpet of the Sufferer ,. 
and ceaſes not tobe imitable. If we wilt: be his Diſciples , 
' we muſt trace his glorious Footſteps, take up our Croſs, 
and like faithful Souldiers follow the Captain:of our Salva- 
tion, when he calls us. What he requires at our hands is 
moſt reaſonable , for if we be not able to do-great things for 
his fake, fare it is k+our Power to command our ſelves from: 
doing Violence to any , to forbear even afti inſt our 
Perfegutors 3 and. þy this means we . become Sufferers with 
bim3 He approves of no other reſiſtance than what he made 
himſelf, and what the Seripture (Heb. p2. v. 4.) mentions 
of, refiſtivg #0 Blood. Chrilt's Followers are only to-fight 
his Battels.mibe noble Army of the Martyrs.  - nd in this, 
no doubt, we perform a truer At gf Religion, more accep- 
table inthe Si God', more le to- Chriſt's Do-. 
Qrine apd Practice , than we aze able to. do- by any other 


ServiceWhatſaever. | 
Afﬀeer our blefſed Saviour's Alcenfion,the Apoſtles did care- 


obſerve the Rules he left them, their Carriage 1 
oy Sarah humble , and gentle ; When 


was . , 
treated them, with reſpet , 
- rn nor upbraided 
Rice , as wetoo! y 
nn. Pl le 0s 
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(22), | 


thought fit his Duty to make 'an Apology, "declringthathe 


knew not the Quality 'of him before whom he ſtoed , and 
that Men were mot to ſpeak" evil of the Ruler of the People, He 
ſtood indeed wpon his Priviledg, and appeated from an infe- 
riour Magiſtr*te unto Ceſar,  (AGs 25.) but url this he own- 
ol the higher Powers, which ſome among us have learned 
to rejet', he pleaded not any Exemption by - virtue bf his 
Apoſtltſhip ; tho he could not reaſonably expet much Fa- 
volt, 'Whete'a'Nero was to be his Judge. His Dodtrine of 
Obedience *and Submiſfion-is'n16 leſs remarkable than his 
Practice; ſo that if there were not one Word in the Wri- 
tings of all the'Apoftles to this Purpoſe, befides what St. Paxl 
has 1nthe-firſt ſeven Verſes of the thirteenth Chapter to the 
Romans , we might there be ſafficiently inſtructed in the Du- 
ty of 'Subjes:* his Poſitions are {o plain , and the Argu- 
ments; by-which he enforces them ,'are {o-convinicihg, that 
had he lived in our times, and heard all the Objeftions which 
are-rafſed againſt the Dofrine of Submiſſion , he could "nor 
have df{wered ther more clearly, nor in fewer Words; and 
no'dowbt'the Spirit of Go# , which did diftate 'what He; nnd 
St. Peter , and $t. Frde did write txpori this Shbjet ; Had wt 
Eye to the Degeneracy of latter Ages, and defign'd-to lay 
of the World ſhould never be able to ſhake in thoſe; whe 
are reſolved to regulate their Lives by the Serfprure. LIES 
"Nor doth it add a little tothe Weight'of thbir Teſtimony; 
when' we conſider the Circumſtances under Which they: then 
werk, had the World in' thoſe Days been'gevernd by Chri- 
= bs who ſabtifitting thei# Scepters:to- the CroS; 
hadiþloticq in ſhewing themiehves hurGng Fathers ro the'Go- 
; rirs Infancy; their. 'Dodrine- night 4a have ſend 
uitably +9 the- Temper of tholt | they *had"to deal with 3 


nor could/theyhave allow'd/tpo much to Princes, -who were 
lke to'l8 heir IS UT Elia of 'the Ohri- 


ſtian 
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ſtian.Religion, Orhad:their Princes, tho Heathens , been 
Nerva's, Antonivs's., or Aurelivs's, Perſons remarkable for 
their Juſtice arid Clemency.,there would have been no great 
Inconveniente /10 'this'' Db@rine: , but - their 

Submiſſion t6::ſuch + Monſters - as Claudine , or: 
whoſe Craelties the Roman Empire then groand,doth clear- 


caching -u 
_ 


ly demonſtrate , that they were not govern'd' by Political / 
Maximes , nor biaſs'd by any Worldly Conſideration. - But 


en the' contrary, that they laid down, general and inviolable 


Rales-, ts be obſerved atall/Times, and towardsall.Princes, 


the froward as-well as the gentle 3 thoſe who did-unjuſtly 
perſecute. them , as well as. others.. that vouchlafed: them 


ProteQtion; +} +» : 


| Ati certainly in this;and in no-onfier. Senſs, did the Pris, 


mitive Chriſtians underſtand'the Ape 
therefore of all Subje&sttie moſt dutiful - to! the very worſt 
of 'Pritices3-no- Barbarous Uſage, no. Oppreſſion. could 
make them ſerve from their firſt Prineiple of ,patiens, Sub+ 
miſfieny' they bad always: before: their: Eygs the: Pattern of 


e's Words, .and,weee 


theit blefled Saviour. in every Step-of his; Humiliation: and, 
Sufferings 3- nor did they 'forget what he: had ta 


(Fab 18, v. 36.) That his *K ingdom was. not of this World v 
being his Servants:; wee :not[therefoge, to: 
fpht3 rhey'knew-hpintended no; Prejudiee tÞ the Rights of 

rinces, in ſertingup his Monarthy;, which is Spiritual and.. 
Erefrial. And 'this' puts mein-mitd ofa remarkable Palſage. 
in a'Fragment of Egeſippes ,, a moſt ancient Chriſtian Writer,.. - 
how: Deawtien,” We mather Herod, being jealquy of Chyiſt's - 
return to dethrone him., raiſed an heavy. m( 
particular. Qider',,ahat fachas- were of 


and'that they: , 


Pr | 3 MH 


the Chiirch ;,? 


t:thenr ;. 


theiSeed of Dawid; ſhauld be forthwith ſecax'd.z  wbereup= 
oh ſme , that- were related-.to- Chriſt- accordin P the. 
;CON- - 


—— 


before-hins, '#nd+ examing ;f1 


ceruing their-own Condition which they, /.caſfly (made. apy 
4 \! Tt: ; | 
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--to be mean and Eee, and afterwards conceming the 
atureof Chriſts K , they ſhewed ſo phinly, that 
it wasnot of this Wor but commenced properly ,, when 


.-others ended, being Spiritual and Eternal ,- that having + 
- tisfied the Emperour , and freed him from any ES 
ion of-Chriſt's Deſign upon his Crown, they themſelyes 
were ſet atLiberty , and aſtop was immediately put to the 


Perſecution. 
'The Behavlour of the Chriſtian, in thoſe Idea Apes of 
the CRneen, never gave any juſt of Jeal to the 


Roman Emperours , in all the Vicifitudes of that Empire, 

in the frequent Rebellions againſt the Government, or Con- 

ſpiracies againſt theEmperour's Perſon ; the Chriſtians kepe 

UG Co Cofite - Ali: Ni Pts bg 
arpers as er, G 

gi nota bred, themſclves from bloody Toke 


ſtrans b 
join with Rebels's ws in the Reign of | dabriar , when. 


. chebas and the Jews, not being raget meg Norden 


te i wr gs 


the next belt cauſe after Religion, if it 1 not 


Confiderations, ſecing upon lirict E oy yon 
never found them in any- Plots ar pr hn, zand 
tis particulatly obſeryd of Severxs, that the Kininets be 


_ Martyrs, 
40 be called a Part of it. ft 


'Now without Yoube de ey Be whe 
pu in Fever of the Chriſtians,were 


C25) 
thewd:ro th& Cheiltians im the beginning of his Reign , : pro: 
ceeded from'ta"fenſebfrihvirduriful ; ew. 7 a 
Times,” bothtowlrds himſelf; and''the former. Einperours. 
In fiae ,-thethoſt mvertehute/EnentesbftherReligionoguld 
not deriy'them'thisTeftimbmy [iThavimthe ſharpelt- Perſe 
cintions;/ when they were-only Fiffered-to livery; to/proleng 
their Tormcnts ; when a fimple Death , not accompanied 
with thoſe 'horrid ' Crackies;, whith were: then -pradtiſed -, 
paſt for no ſmall Favour; !'When the Streets were filled with 
the-Carcaſſes of Marthts ,:and rhe Rivers dy'd with the molt 
precious Blood” of the Church; -theyicould aieved betempe: 
ed to rebel. Nor was there truly any thing; in which their 
Enemies did tore induſtrionſly labour , than /throngh De. 
| Tir to'dfaw them moRebellion ,. that o-:they wight have 

had the better Exeofe to: cur themioff/ Irgrieved ther Ray 
man Empetonrs to employ their: Aves andmottheir Swards 4/ 
and to' give 'their Execationers: fo. much} Work, ;while 
their Legions were idle'; and ſpill -o-much.'Blootl with fo 
dittle Repnrarion': bur Chriſtwnyknew their Duty: 400 well, 
. to give themany Advantage in rthisPoint 5 for the;Benobn- 
cing* their Religion ,"or cheiv'Alledgiance» were the! & 
Things , where they could never-be: brought. 20 gratify 
their Princes. © © JW  OOU 3104, YU, 2010 5v 
': It were eaſy to bring many Inſtances im: Confirmation; :of 
what I ſay 7,' but T-ſhall only __ that fambus Hiſtory 
of the Thebean Legion , / which tho ;commonly-known;.-yet 
can never be either too much admired, . nortoo often repeat- 
ed: All the Officers and Souldiers ofthis noble Legion'have- 
ing beenconverted to Chriſtianty-by Zambdas Biſhop: of Je- 
ruſalem, during their: Winter-Quirters-in thoſe-Parts, were 
jn the heat of the Diozleffas Perſecution ſteht; fromthe Eaſt; 
to reinforee the Army of. Maxieviomes | Herculens in France , 
and undetſtanding upon their Artival in the. [Imperial Camp, 
that a newMiſitaryOarh wasiro!be oat. tham ab:an a 
-pby tar, 
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to. polite thein with. [dolatry,, :the whole 
cd ;r pra wen. /retire from the reſt of-the Army :. 
os Mfainrianus commanded them back, eMarritis and 
T Sonady eoretu id foes Py etna all, has 
r &xoT 19: return an aga is Enemies, but- 
by ; chey could not offer Sacrifice. to-the Gods, 
This Ap—ats dd: Go enragt the Emperour:; that he ſentenced. 
every tenth Man of the; Legion. to be put to death ,' which 
was accordingly done'; none offering to-make the leaſt Re- 
fiftance's henthe ame [ene Orders were renews; 
Mairitie) kadfo prepard-them/by Apphauding: their former. 
Behaviour, mY they all anſwer's: , They were Ceſar's Soul» 
diers; that they had'never brought ypon.themfelves the im- 
Hey were yo obj ie Ewpe ne 
yeady:1o obeyin onr. in every, 

es 0 Te YES 5: and-that ther Bodies he - _—_ 

dieſe ofa ke pleaſed only: their- Souls they — to 
then Exiperins cotifts thety 18; theie; generous: 
Co Ln now DErNs aaew;Warg 
andatatthey wht novthanis t6 bght -to/: Heaven . 
with thiir Swords; <f-Bellthe Lepooun, Ge »/that De- 

©{pairje ſelf ſhall not be able t _ bim,, we 
© have Arms , but we will not refiſt, becau We are- on 
dopmuary: 1prtferring 


* co Thffer , than':donque much! an 
Death, before a Life Rain'd with Guilt And after- 
vos kin food theinown arid/tbeir Oflicers. Words, in 
Imitation-of ther bleſſed Maſter ,: they fffer'd thewleyes. to: 
be led/as Sheepto the Slaughter ', and recewaergry Ong. a 
glorious Crown of Martyrdom. ;/::/._) 

>1'{Pwecompare the meek 4nd Ebriſtion Behaviour of theſe 
ſtoad Officers:and Sontdiers.y:;with:that of: qur (greateſt Pro- 
tefiors ; we have reaſon to bewaithe Age in which we live, 
as frarge! bis Myrar of this primitive -Spirit, 
an — +who;prevending to-em- 
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C299; 
brace the ſacred Futon of the Miniſtry, atd toprach'the 
Goſpel of Peace, have yes to appear in. Arms, far4 
rounded with Troops in. 'appoſiton te-Cheiſtiaty Authority; 
when, we find; the. Oifigers and; ;Souldiers. of a Legion! here 
throw dawn thejr Arms, ratherithanoppaR an Heathen Per 
ſecutos? What mm Mr. Welſcb,or hs Captain of his Guard, 
have al heir own | behalf, had ve 
tizs upon.the: - of his Legiptirej ſubs 
feriog of thoſe, 4 Tt inthe Bari and Ex- 
harting thee that 'd to. follow-qheir Exanipley arid:nod 
to diſhonour their Po efſlion, with the Guilt. * Rebellion Z 
How much more Chriſtian was the Death of Exaperiss, who 
cript him(#lf off bis Arms , as ſoon as: the; Emperonrs:Com- 
miflion was produced , than thati of Mr; Camerorri, whoidied 
with a Sword; io his Hand, reſifting his Prince 2: I:dare noe 
ſay that Mr. Cameron and this noble Officer ſcem'd to a& each 
ache park » ſeeing Exwperistiraly perform'd his: own, and 
batheſerved to be celebrated: byall Poſterity:y (Gar a Chris 
ſtian Hero, But 1: bope: M.Cemtrax's 
ngt be. offended: with me; if L declare that 
nion, the Mannet of his/Death did ge no: | 
Cora pet 
an ;) 4+ 
ſtianity ,. to be Gid to-Have ſold his/Lifrava dear Rare , yer 
in giviog the CharaQecr' of a. fanthfali Miniſter» of "Chriſt: 1 
'carmot ano mach for bisHonour to mentiowthat he died, 
as we know M. Cameron did , boldly fighting in! divett = 
palition cn Authiriey, i 
T am notignodant. bow ancharicable ſome have-bren. in 
thatthe-Submifſion/payt.by the ancient Chriſtians, 
flow'd from'their want of Power, and 'that they did 
not. oppoſe their Dviritians nor their Diocleſcens, becauſe 
they were notin.aCanditiontwcarry on a Rebellion: bue 
RE — — , only to ful 


ly 
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ly the Glory of their Sufferings 4 and wy many Mar- 


= 


tyrs of one.of the-moſt precious Jewels ih'thel?” Crown , by 
making that Submillion forced'y which was: moſt voluntary; 
This is:dizeR]y. rotax thoſe fincere Chriſtans ' with Diſinge- 
nuity:;-as:afithey had pretended Confcience ,-lof'' What" pro- 
ceeded chiefly from Pear or Weakneſs 5 while indeed: the 
Principles of their Religion made rhent good Sabjutts;, and 
taught.then»d0 be morentraidigh the Guile thar-the !Puniſh- 
meitof Rebels Tboſs ther wete known to/pray'every Day, 
for:along Life;. ahd:a/(peaceable Reign to thar Emperours, 
could/-not'! be» ſuppoſed: to - harbour the leaſt Thoughts of 
giving them-Oiſturbance , and had'their Inclinations' been 
at.a]Umanigous ;/by-joinmg with a. difaff. ted Party, -which 
could-never-be wanting itv (© great| a . Body "it was tn the 
Chriſtians Power at any rime:'to have ' ſhaken-the'Empire: 
Fhis we may earn from Tertul/iar, who boaſts much of their 
Numbers his excellent! Apology: Thoſe! who by deſert- 
ing.their Eountreymuſt have dopopulatedit,mighti certainly 
by:-Gghtiog| have brokemthe:Gobernment/ 1n' Cities Where 
therd-werd tworChaittianstol.one Hearhoryy 7 agin many theri 
m ANek,: they meeded not fave iſufferid -themſelves to be 
focruely:butcherd-, had not their 'iConſtiencesdifarm'd them 
afald Weapons of Deftrioetgainitthe Emperpur;” The! fame 
we may:gather from Sc.iCypracy,! in chat Diſcourſe of his ad- 
dreſbtoDanctrifinur;wlcoche fairly hays down the Grounds 
upon which:Chriftiansthen walked, -Burgranting there had 
been five' Heathens to oneChtiſtian, yet 4-as' Tertal/ran ob- 
ferves, Chriſtians readineſsto ſacrifice their Lives might have 
made up trix Difpropcnrn in! Number, had moo ehels Re- 


Itgion 'them:ratherit@ qly:/ than by» Draw img their 
Swords Em others: Auld fore if the Chnitians' Ne rent: 


fiderable ſo early, as in Terindiar's and St. Cyprian's time ,i'no 
Queſtion in the latter, and-of the third, andthe! beginyi 
of the: fourth Century they wanted not Srrengetvroo defer 


them- 


| | (29) 
themſelves againit *the' Violences then offer 4 them under 
Diocleſian and his Colleagues, had their Religion given them 
leave to refit. |... + o | | 

| cannot finiſh this Diſcourſe, without obſerving that ma-+ 
ny-finding violent Practices in, Matters: of Religion , utterly 
condemned by the Examples of Chriſt , of his Apdiles , 
and of the primitive Chriſtians, retire to the old Teltament, 
as more favourable to ether Deſign : but they never confides 
that , as. many Actions are there, rather recorded than com- 
mended ,; and which are not to-be imitated , tho there, be 
no Cenlure annext to the Relationsthere drlivered 3 ſa-ſeve- 
ral Things: were Lawful under that Diſpenlation , which the 
Goſpel cannat admit. ; The Government inftituted þy eMo- 
fes was 2 Fheocragcy:s where, behicles the eſtabh(h'd Laws , 
God:did by immediate\ Igfpiration give Commiſlion to pri- 
yate Perſons, to.tutn Magiſtrates, and to-puniſh offenders, 
without'tying thent to apy formal Proceduse z ſuch was 
S Phineas , (Numb. 25.) and ater him the; Zealots , whoſe A; 

Rions were accounted molt Heroical among ithe Jews, ., Yet 
when Chriſt's Diſciples would. have aflamed ' this, ;Priviledge 
13 Imitation of E/ias , they met with a Check , as I have al- 
ready obſerv'd, from their Maſter : And if, accosding to the 
Opinion of ſome learned Men , Peter's Aion; was of this 
kind , we have ſtill. a further Tefimony of Chaiſt's Diſcoun- 
xenancing ſuch Methods , -as too viglemt_ for ; the meck- Sp 
rit of the Goſpel. And tho the Attipns of Phineas ,: of £1; 
and of other Prophets , while immediately dicefted by God, 
wete laudable 3 yet afterwards , when -theis Zealars,were 
ated: by heat of Paſſion , ,and private. Refyntmeny , more 
than by. Divine Inſpiration 3, to-whar Excck of. Cracker and 
Injuſtice did they ſe 1 Fury and Rage under: a. Cloak of 
Zeal pretended to an Authority to commit the worſt of Atti- 
6ns.And Joſepbws informs us ,, how tholp ,/ that went under 
the Name of Zealots then , were 4he chief. Inſtruments in.the 
9, D 3. Rum 


(30) | 
—_ of the Jewiſh Nation, and inthe DeſiruQtion of Fers- 


Now as no Religion nor Government could be ſafe under 
this latter Sort of Zealots 3 fo the former were never defign'd 
as Paterns for Chriſtians;' who: have ' ſettled Rules/to. walk 
by; who expect no other Revelations than the Oracles of 
God, contain'd in the holy Scripture 3 and muſt therefore 
-eondemn thoſe that in-our Days pretend to new Lights ,and 
extraordinary Commitiions , to curb Magiſtrates and'reform 
-Governments., as ſeduced by a Spirit ofEnthuſiaſin, ſavour- 
ing more of Ant-Chriſt than of the bleſſed Author of our 
Religion. But tho we ſhould allow Men were till at liber- 
- ty; t0 imitate thoſe holy Zealots ; the publick Peace will 
-not be much endangerd by their Example 3 for by what 
can be gather'd from moſt of their - Adtions , 'they were -ra- 
therterrible Neighbours to notorious Tranſgre of the 
Law , than unduriful Subjets to wicked Princes; they had 
only Permiſfion to do Juſtice upon meaner Offenders , but 
as for the Sins of their Kings , theſe were reſerved Caſes, 'of 
:cach-God Foy Sos t to'be the immediate Avenger, 


or at leaſt to ty s up from medling with them , until 
they had his particular Commiſſion, which was-never grant- 
ed apainſt theiy Prince, till ' God , by the Authority he xe 
ſery'd to himſelf in that Government, bad firſt degraded him. 
Itia Word , tet us'confult the Jewiſh Annals,-and''fee, if 
ye can bring any Authority thence , -for riling up 'in 
Artns againſt Magiſtrates , upon the account of Religion ; or 
whether aty of-the Inſtances , that are allec tomthR&-Pur- 
poſe ,: be firſt tt! themſeves. juſtifablez'and next , If they 
be clear evidentesin a Motter of ib peeat' Importance : for 
where theQueſtion is , If Subjeds are toiobey or reſift , the 
Proofs for Reſiſtance ought to be as plain, ' as thoſe for Abe- 
djerice, before they vetwure to aft 5 -and this I prefume will 
hardly be madeappear from Scripeare,/ 1 3 7h nl 
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(231 )* 
; Ware en Favboaw placed his Calves in Dan and Beike!, and 
wade Iſrael fins. we find the Prophets condemn his Jdolatry , 
and foretell the ruin of his Houſe , (1 Kings 13. v. 14.) but 
they-ſtirrd not -up his. Subjeds: to. Rebellion-;again(t him. 
Elias , as a,Prophet, took upen him to reprove FAvab z-but, 
as a- Zealot, he gave hin-no further Diſturbance ini his Go- 
vernment. Againlt all the, wicked Kings of 1frael and Jada; 
who were enemies tothe pure Religion and Worſhip; which 
God had .c{tablitked., the -Prophets boldly denounced- the 
Wrath. of,Gad , but ſcldonthelpd to execute itz tho under - 
the harſheſt Treatment , when they were hid by fifties in a - 
Eave,, they never employ'd their: Popularnty'to' raiſe Sedt+ 
tion, or toinvolvetheir Countrey in a Civil War, cithee* 
inthe own;Detfences or in that of; their Religion. When 
from,ldo) they felfiunder:the Yoke of Heatheff'Princes 

d. Strangers'3-thep-preachediup Duty! and: Allegiance: to 
ay bei ed, 'that theftalfo derived. their Power . 
from. God. | 


d the the Miccahees inroppoling. Antiochns are 
commended 3 45 \. Fake-ancient: Worthip,,-ard- 
of the-lJuberties of theis Courtrey!s yetT-concomeit thay, be 
prav'd ,,thathewas an; , and had:no' juſt Titleto-- 
Jadea, and that the Jewiſh Nation had never, by any Legat 
A&, own'd him for their Prince. 

If notwithſtanding.all.that has-beent. ſaid*, any among us - 
ſhould ſtillinfiſt upon ſome Actions of the Zealots 3 which-. 
ve.countenance toReliſtance , asthat of Efas , in calling }. 
woEie from Heaven, to deſtroy: the King's Commiſſio- 


No; gar > Qfficers,, I ſhall ovly anſwer, that alfo may be al- 
taw'd to. reliſt ,, when, Htaven appearsas viftbly mitheir be- 
half.; as it did bere in the-Prophlier's. The World is unchari- 
rablee to believe, that our Zcalots would ſhew ſome 
Inſtances of their Severity ,: had they the ſame Power with 
Elias,, to:command;Fire from Heaven; and that the' King's 
Troops, that have -4tiony time marchd!-againſt them, Lag 

| en 
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Ce 
thendied without Mercy , after the ſame terrible. Winner , 
that King Ahazial's did , which were ſent againſt the Pro- 
phet. But hitherto thoſe, that have appear'd in 'Armsa- 
gainſt the King , have been fo far from giving any evidence 
of God's Fighting tor them , or —_ their Proceed- 
ings by Miracles, thathe rather has ſeem'd to diſown them , 
by caſting a Damp upon their Spirits, when they ſtood moſt 
inneed of ſome/extraordinary Afliſtance ; I appeal to thoſe , 
who were”atiany of thoſe unhappy Engagements againſt 
their ' Prince 5 whether [they did" not find that Heat 'and 
Flame, which upon other Occaſions they were able to ex- . 
pres, ſuddenly guencht , when they were'juſt about to a ? 
bave nar ſome of their Teachers upbraided them in the Pſal- 
miſt's Words, thatiike the Children! of Ephraim (Pal. 78. 
©.'9.) "Being armed , and crying Bows , thy tr d bark in 
the Day of Baitth? Have' not the Troops, that -were- fefit 
| againſt them ,-confeſs'd, they could not-mwch glory in their 
| Vidtories , becauſe: they were ſo eafily obtain'd ? ' To'be 
"8! | plain. Lam-afraid; we-are become equally the Objeft of the 
11! | World's Contempt, and ofits Hatred ;' our late Beaviour 
WR | having brought upon us the Imputation of Cowardiſc as well 
| 1 Ohm 7 Third'| Conſideration. © ' jt 
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lj | If the Perſons, for whom I | undertdok this Argument, 
'N\ think fit to! reade what has b2en (aid upon the firſt ewo 
Points,” I-hope they willnot give over here; but will vqueh- 
ſafe to:confider with me,” m the third place, whether any 
Obligation , tying upon us from the late- Covenants; be a 
ſufficient Warrant for what we do. N6w the beſt Method I 
can propoſe in this,is'to give a brief Account ef the Riſe-and 
| Progreſs of both Covenants, with ſome impartial Reflexions 
uponthem: un whictiif my Rexder will not reſt ſatisfied, he 
* 218 . ſhall : 
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ſhall haye no occaſion at leaſt given him to think me te- 
dious, iS | 
Our late Soveraign being fully perſuaded that no Church 
did approach fo near the Primitive Purity ig Worſhip 'and. 
Diſcipline; as that of Erg/and , was' reſolved to-make his 
Native-Countrey ſhare in what he judg'd (0 great a Bleſlingz 
and in order to it had a Liturgy , and a Book of Canons, 
pabliſhed for the uſe of Scotland 3 where he was, unhappily 
made believe, heſhould:meet with Approbation from the 
better ſort ,iand with Complyance from all. But the Peo- 
ples inſolent and mutinous Behaviour, in atfronting and diſ- 
wurbing the Perſons who were ordered to-read theserviee in 
the Churches of 'Edenburgh, did ſhew hawill they were dif 
poledto receive it, This Popular Tumult. the felt Sunday, 
was ſoon after” back'd with Petitions and other Marks of 
their Diſlike, -which' obliged the Council toadvance flowly, 
until they gave-the Court advice of what had paſt; And 
before the King could come to-a Reſolution in a” Buſineſs of 
ſo great Importance, ſuch as were no Friends tothe Govern- 
ment , not only venturdto pabliſh their Diſlatisfaction, and 
to'enflame the Kingdom with ſtrange Jealonlics of-Popery 
and Arbitrary Power , but likewiſe formed -them(elvegnto- 
ſeveral Tables (as they called them) of : Noblemen,; Geacle- 
men, Miniſters, and Citizens, and by anew Authoriy.took 
uponthem, to ſum up all the Grievances which they in- 
tended ſhould be redreficd 3 and tho his Mafeſties not - urg- 
ing the Liturgy upon that Kingdom, when he ſaw it could 
not be done 1n a peaceable way , might have quieted- all 


"their Minds, yet finding their Party ſtrong beyond Expecta- 


tion, they were loth to let (hip ſo favourable a Jundture, 
but boldly reſolved to ſecure themſelves againlt all Attempts. 
of this kind-, by entering into a; National Covenant, in 
which they pretended only to renew that,. which had beca 
fworn.in the Reign of King James. | 

Thoſe: 
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Thoſe who adhered to the King's intereſt, could by no 
means allow of this manner of proceeding, which appeared 
equally diſingenuous and undutiful. The diſcontented. Party 
alledged in their own behalf , the Preſident given them in 
the late Reign , which the others thought did no ways fa- 
vour their Cauſe,ſeeing the Covenant then taken was ſtampt 
with Royal Authority, whereas theirs now ſcem'd directly 
oppoſite to it 3 for there could not be the leaſt Pretence to 
the King's conſent , which they never ſo much as deſired, 
'Tis true, it was upon the humble Motion of a general Ailem- 
bly , that the former King's Council had ordei'd the Natio- 
nal Covenant to be taken the laſt time, with a Bond to 
maintain the true Religion, and the . King's Perlug. But this 
inſtance of the General Affemblies Motion , which they laid 
hold on, was fo far from juſtifying, that it rather condemn- 
ed their Proceedings 3 in regard that the General Aſſemblics 
not enjoyning the Covenant, till they had firſt obtained his 
Majeſties Conſent, made it evident: that in-the Aſſemblics 

dgment'theOath could not be renewed without that Au- 
thority which firſt impoſed it ; Nor could they expect any 
Sanctuary from the Ads of Parliament, for' it had been de- 
Clared by more thanone , that all who leagu'd: themſelves 
Together, without the knowledg of their Soveraign, were 
-ro-be/puniſhed as Movers of Scdition, and Diſturbers of the 
Publick Peace. 

Befides their want of Authority, they laid themſelves o- 


pen to another moſt dangerous Cenſure , while under co- 
Jour of copying a Covenant and Bond allowed of in thelate 


Reign , it plainly appeard they had not taken their meaſures 
by that Standard , but had explain'd many things rather ac- 
cording to their own, than King James's, Mind, and had al- 
ſo-added ſeveral new Articles of moſt pernicious conſe- 
quence, both to the King's Perſon, and the eſtabliſh'd Go- 
vernment, The King's Perſon was endanger, in fo far, as 

b 
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by their new Bond they enter'd into a mutual Defence of one 
another ,, againſt all Perſons whatſoever , without except- 
ing his Majeſty. This the Royal Party faid was in Effe& to. 
declare, that if he offer'd to thwart them, they muſt then 
oppoſe. him, by adhering to their Covenant. Nor were 
they more favourable to the eſtabliſhed Government, in 
which they made a wide Breach, by taking upon them to- 
cancel all the Ads of Parliament, and of General Aſſemblies,, 
that authorized the high Commithon , the five Articles of 
Pertb, or the ſitting of Biſhops in Judicatures. Now by 
theſe and ſeveral other Inſtances of this kind,it ſeem'd ſtrange 
with what face they could make their Covenant and Bond 
pals for the ſame with the former Kings ,, ſeeing it was not to 
be preſum'd that the Father defignd to leſleneither his own 
or his Son's Authority z Nor to teach his Subjefts how to- 
combine without being Rebels; nor yet to favour the ex- 
tirpating, the Articles of Perth , and other Things after his 
Death , which in his Life he had fo induſtriouſly promoted. 
Whatever Influence theſe Pretences might have upon un» 
diſcerning People , or ſuch, as gave an implicite Credit to- 
Whatever their Paſtors taught them, the World abroad had 
much different Thoughts. Nor could all the Endeavours: 
that were uſed to win manyofthe Reformed Religion in 
France, to a good Opinion of ſuch Courſes ; for they hav- 
ing long inveighed againſt that wicked Atlociation at-home, 
call'dthe Holy Leagze , found their Mouths now ſtop'd ,. 
when the Proteſtants, contrary to the Principles of our Re- 
ligi.n, did exactly follow ſo ill a Pattern, ſet them by Pa- 
piſts. Beſides, they knew not what to think of Men , who,. 
{ting up for ſome further degrees in Reformation, thought 
fit tocommunicate their Counſcls with Cardinal Rickelzew, 
whom they in France look'd upon as the moſt dangerous E- 
nemy then alive to the Proteſtant Intereſt 3 and indeed how 
that Carginal's Creature, a bigotilh Fryar,” whom. he em- 
oo 7 ploy'd. 


(36) 
-ploy'd at that timein Scatland,could -go along in their Coun- 
ſels , andbe fo much ins the Confidence of Men , that pre- 
tended to root out all the Seeds of Popery, is a Thing yet 
unaccountablezand the more to alienate Peoples Hearts from 
the-new Liturgy, they did maliciouſly give out, that it was 
forg'd at Rome, and approv'd of by the” Pope. Yet the 
King's Friends might have defied them, to ſhew ſo much of 
Popiſh Counſel in the framing or introducing that miſtaken 
Book , as did appear in the Methods they made uſe of to op- 
pole it. ; 

"The King perceiving how ſucceſsfully they carried on 
their Defigns , and gain'd many of his Subjects to their Par- 
ty, by frighting them with Popery and Arbitrary Power , 
difoarch'd the Marqueſs of Hamilton into Scotland, in Qua- 
lity of Commiſſioner , with Order, to iſſue out a Declara- 
tion , containing all the Aſſurances which could be deſired 
of his Majeſty's firmneſs to the Proteſtant Religion, together 
with his Engagement upon his Royal Word not to enjoin 
the Liturgy, nor think of any Innovation , unleſs in ſuch a 
fair and legal way , asnone could reaſonably except againſt, 
Whereupon thoſe of the other Party , being apprehenſive 
leſt this might remove moſt of the Peoples Prejudices againſt 
the Government , uſed their utmoſt Endeavours to hinder 
the Marqueſs from publiſhing the King's Declaration ; and 
when this could'no longer be done , got time enough to 
form a moſt bold Proteſtation , by which they labour'd to 
evade all that was alledged againſtthem, and to juſtify their 
whole Condu@ , declaring roundly , towards the Conclu- 
ſion , That if his Majeſty FF not allow of their Proceedings, 
they were reſoly'd of themſelves to call a General Aſſembly , 
which would be more favourable to them. 

The King's Declaration being thus in a great Meaſure ren- 
dred ineffeCtual , and their Obſtinacy, in adhering to the 
Covenant , growing (till greater , a way was thought on 

how 
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how np might be accommodated , without” great Pre- 
judice to the Crown , and the Covehant be rendred toler- 
able z The: Royal Party therefore' propoſed ,' that in the 
Bond of mutual Defence againſt all Perſons whatſoever , 
the Covenanters, who ſtood ſo muchupon' their 'Loyal In- 
tentions , would vindicate them to the World , by except- 
ing his Majeſty , and declaring , that in their Bond they ne- 
ver delign'd any Oppoſition to his Authority. But this 
moſt reaſonable Demand, the Heads of that Party could by 
no means be brought to grant 3 and no wonder , if their re- 
zeting (o fair and fo eaſy a Propoſal , gave thoſe, who were 
Enemies to their Covenant, occaſion to complain , that 
their Practice now began to diſcover it ſelf inconſiſtent with 
what they at firſt pretended 3 for whereas in the Covenant 
they declared from their Heart before God and Man, that 
they had no intention, nor deſire to attempt any Thing , 
which might turn to the diminution of the King's Greatneſs 
and Authority 3 it ſcem'd hard now to reconcile this and 0- 
ther ſuch Expreſſions, with their Threatning, to aſſume 
the King's undoubted Prerogative, in calling an Aſſembly , 
and with their refuſing to give the King the SatisfaCtion of 
excepting him in their mutual Bond, even when by his Com- 
miſſioner he ſo earneſtly deſired it. 

There remain'd yet one expedient for the King to ruin all 
they had done, and this was to renew his Father's Cove- 
nant 3 andby this means for ever to defeat their malicious 
Suggeſtions of his Inclinations to Popery, which was there 
ſo plainly renounced , or at leaſt to make the whole World 
ſee , how difingenuous they were , if they offerd to oppoſe 
that Covenant , which fromthe Beginning they pretended 
to have ſworn. His Majeſty , accepting of this Motion, was 
pleaſed to give his Commiſſioner Authority , that at the 
ſame time, he recommended the Covenant, he ſhould abfo- 
-lutely revoke the Liturgy , the Book of Canons, and the 
E 3 high 
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high Commiſſion ,- forbid the PraQtice of the five Articles of 
Perth , after a general» Pardon to fuch of his Subjects , as 
having been miſled , were willing to return to their, Alle- 
giance 3 and laſtly , that for examining all their juſt Grie- 
yances, he ſhould declare his Majeſty's gracious intentions 
to call a General Aſſembly and a Parliament , where neither 
Biſkops nor others were to be exempted from Cenſure, but 
procceded againſt in a-due and legal Form according to their 
Miſdemeanors. 

Upon the news of the King's Covenant, which came thus 
accompanied with ſo- many and fo large Expreſſions of Kind- 
neſs, and with fach undeniable Marks of his gracious In- 
clinations to purchaſe his Subjects AﬀeCtions at any rate, ſome 
who before deſpair'd of a good Iflue, and others, who be- 
gan to-ſhake in their Allegiance, were again confirmed , 
nothing doubting , but that the Way to heal the dangerous 
Breach wasnow found out, and that the Jealoulies of Pope- 
ry and Innovation being ſutficiently remov'd , all Parties 
would henceforth concur in expreſiing their Duty to- his 
Majeſty. But it proved much otherwiſe with thoſe , who 
were deeply engaged in the Covenant, whom. no Indulgence 
could ſweeten , nor Conceſſion ſatisfy , with Contempt did 
they rejed& the proffer of Pardon, becauſe accepting thereof 
might have perhapsargued Guilt , and a tacite yielding the 
Point, when they were reſolved to infiſt upon the Merits of 
their Cauſe 3 the King's Covenant , which had been ſo dear 
to the Nation in the formerReign , and under the ſhadow 
of which their new Covenant had firſt taken Root, was 
now cryed down as an helliſh Contrivance to deſtroy Reli- 
gion , and the Power of Godlineſs, and all that ſubſcribed 
It, were declared perjurd, tho they had made their own hi- 
therto paſs with the common People for the ſame 3 to be 
ſhort, all being now at ſtake, and they like to be ruined 
by their own Arts, it was high time to pull off the Mask. 
Finding 
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Finding then that they could no longer pretend the late 
King's Authority, they fled to-a greater , proteſting their 
Adherence to. the new Covenant, as immediately ſealed from 
Heaven, Had they been able togive any Evidence for that 
Seal , no wonder it they ſtill made good their Party 5 but 
when their prevaricating was already ſo plain , People were 
extreamly credulous to reſt ſatisfied in this upon their bare 
Word. I ſhall only adventure to fay , it was no Argument 
of their having the Seal of God , becauſe they wanted that 
of his Vice-gerent 3 which was indeed a ſtrong Preſumption 
againſt them , and queſtionleſs the moſt zealous Eſpoulers 
of that Intereſt , whatever Aſſurances they ſeemed to have 
of God's approving what they then did ,will be ſo ingenuous 
as to own it a Thing of dangerous Conſequence, for all eſta- 
bliſhed Governments to give Encouragement to Preten- 
ccs of this Nature , ſeeing at this rate all , who deſign to im- 
poſe upon the World, may ealily ftcign a Warrant from God, 
and ſo ſet upin Oppolition to Authority. 

That very Reſolution of adhering to their Covenant , 
which made them fierccly oppoſe the King's, and reje& his 
A of Grace , prompted them to join with his Motion for a 
General Aſſembly , becauſe from thence they were ſure to 
draw ſome Advantage 3 and tho the King might juſtly have 
refuſed to make good his Proffers , when they had fo unduti- 
fully rejeCted the greateſt Part of them ; yet being willing 
to gratify his Subjects 1n every Thing, the Commithoner had 
Order to appoint the Time and Place. No ſooner were 
they ſure of an Aſſembly (at Glaſgow, the 21/ of November , 
1638.) but Engines were ſet on wark to diſpole Things for 
the Advancement of the Cauſe : The Marqueſs of Hamiltoz 
being to preſide there for his Majeſty , propoſed ſome Pre- 
Iiminaries to regulate Elections, and to prevent ſuch Diſor- 
ders and Diſputes , as were like to arile , it they obſerved 
not one and the ſame Method every where ; theſe the _—_ 
woul 
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would not hear of, alledging that notbing of this kind could 
be done , without encroaching upon the Liberties of Chriſt 
and of his-Church.: While at the-ſame Time'that the King's 
CommillionersPreliminarixs wete rejected, they themſelves 
dutſt adventure to agree upon eight Articles or DireCtions 
to Presbyteries , wherein they determin'd the 4Members 
that were to be choſen, the Matters that were to be handled, 
andthe Manner they were to. proceed m'the Aſſembly ,” in 
every. one of which all-indifterent Perſons thought the Tables 
guilty:of a more open Encroachment - upon'Chriſt and the 
Liberties of his Church ,; than could. be charg'd upon the 
Marqueſs, for his modeſt and reaſonable Propoſals. 
Amongſt other unwarrantable Methods,none was more re- 
markable than.their directing Lay-elders from everyPariſh,to 
be preſent at the ſeveral Presbyteriee, torvote in the Election 
of Members forthe Afiembly 3 Nor could theſe ruling EJders 
fail to carry the EleQions as they pleaſed , if we conſider, 
that ſix Miniſters being declared Candidates in every Presby- 
tery , were obliged toretire , as having no Vote in choo- 
ſing or rejecting themſelves, and then the remaining Mini- 
fters being leſſend after this Manner in Number , were 
plainly. out-voted everywhere by the Elders. Surely this 
was the firſt Time thatever Secular Men had the naming an 
Eccleſiaſtical Aſſembly ; nor needed they have queſtioned 
the Succeſs, where the Buſineſs was to be manag'd by no o- 
ther than their own Creatures ; yet contrary to the Practice 
of former Aſſemblies in Scotland, contrary to the Praftice of 
all Churches and Ages, they took upon thcm to go and ſit 
Members themſelves in the Aſtembly , not only to adviſe in 
Mattcrs of Diſcipline, for which they might perhaps have 
brought a Preſident, but alſoto decide controverted Points 
m Divinity , for which, to: ſay no worſe, many of them 
were very 1ll qualified by their Education. And now let 
the whole World judge it it were not an Act of Partiality , 
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not to be'paralell'd, for them:ito cry out-.upon Riſhops 0 
Clerzy-men's medling wm Secular Aﬀairs , and'do now. raift 
ſuch an outcry againſt the King's Supremacy , pretending 
that it is inconſiſtent with the Nature of Spiritual Things, to. 
bring them under the Government. of the Secular Power : 
When they themſelves , who: were Secular Perſons, did fo 
manifeſtly invade the moſt undoubted Prerogative.qfithe 
Miniſtry, heavy Complaints were given in, of the infuppor- 
table Yoke of Prelacy : but in truth that of Secular Men , 
lording it then over God's Inheritance, was much more grie- 
vous than the former. Nor were the: wiſer Sort of Minilters 
among them inſenfible, of this Uſurpation , only they were 
aſham'd to complain much of the Uneafine(s of thoſe Chains, 
wherewiththey had help'd to fetter themſelves. 

If the. brevity ,..which I propoſe, would allow me, it 
might be ſuitable enough with my Deſign, to givea full Ac- 
count of what paſt in that memorable Aſſembly , agd ſhew 
how they confirm'd the Covenant there by the ſame Me- 
thods, by which it was at firſt ſet on foot , and bad hither- 
to beert carried on. But itis ſufficient at preſent to obſerve , 
that the certain Profpe& ofa fatal Iflue, both to, King and 
Government, if not timely prevented , obliged the King's 
Commiſſioner to diſſolve the Aſſembly within a few Days af- 
ter their Meeting. And when he expe&ted Compliance, he 
found them nay with a Proteſtation to continye their Se(li- 
ons , till ſuch Time as they had finiſhed the glorious Work 
for which they metz however, their refuſing to obey the 
King's Commands, fignified to them by his Commitfioner , 
was perfealy inconfiftent with what the moſt eminentamong 
them hadſaid, ſome days before at.the opening the Aſſembly; 
for then they expreſt in ſeveral Harangues their Senſe of the 
King's Bounty and Tendernels in bringing/them thither: and 
who can deny but he, who only had Authority to call them, 
could alfo diſſolve them at 7 and tho both a 
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Royal ves, yet ...'" FR our Princes have 
eaſon to ſet the higheſt Value upon their Power of Diſloly- 
ing,which has been uſeful to them upon manyOccaſion s; nor 
did ever theCrown receive fo deep aWound,as when our late 
Soveraign parted with this choice Prerogative , and fo lay at 
the Mercy of a Parliament , which the*Fears of Dillolutiqn 
could only have bridled , and kept them within ſome Com- 
paſs. But to-return to the Alembly : When ſo great a Con- 
was put upon the King , they went on in a- moſt yio- 
tent and Megal Manner , toexcommunicate ſome of the Bi- 
ſhops ,-and to depoſe all the reſt z many. Aﬀts of Parliament 
were reſcinded , the Determinations,vf forty Years Aſſcm- 
blies were declared void ; all Perſons were enjoin'd to take 
the Covenant under pain of Excommunication 3 andto give 
the World a laſting Inſtance of their Modeſty , they conclu- 
ded with a Letter to his Majeſty , juſtifying their ' whole 
Procedure ,. and entreating him, that he would look upon 
them as good and dutiful Subjeds, and: be ſatisfied with what 

they had done. _ 

No wonder if Provocations of fo high a Nature did-beget 
ftitable: Reſentments in the King , who after ſo much abus'd 
Indulgence, had no Way left to maintain his Right but by 
Arms3 nor did the Covenanters dechne a Breach, having 
made early Preparation for it; ſo that, before the King came 
to any Act of Hoſtility, they ſerzed upon his Caſtles ,- levied 
Troops, impos'd Taxes ,. and caſt off all manner of Alle- 
giances and'even when his Majeltie's Averlion from ſhedding 
his Subjects Blood, made him, upon the Head of abrave and 
numerous Army, yield to terms of as great Condeſcenfion. 
as Neceſſity could have extorted., and ſend them home gra- 
tified in- all their Demands., without fighting-3' yet new 
Grievances arm'd themagain ; and whereasat firſt they ſtop'd: 
on the Borders, now molt boldly they march into.Eng/and ,. 
force thar Paſſage at Nemburn,. and refule to return , ut 


; (43) 
til the King agreedto come into Scwlard ,; thereto pals all. 
his Conce into Acts of Parliament. =O 

His Majeſty failed not to make good what he promiſed. ; 
and having purchasd their Allegiance at ſo dear'a-ratestmight: 
juſtly have challengd their entire Obedience upon the Prin- 
ciples of Gratitude , as well as Duty 3 but upon the woful 
Rupture, which ſoon after followed , betwixt him and his 
Engliſh Parliament , the Spirit and Temper of our Cove- 
nanters did diſcover it ſelf more than ever. Far from being 
fatisfied with the great Trouble they had occaſion'd at home, 
or with the Settlement procur'd to their Hearts Deſire , they 
cheriſh the two Houſes 1n their unreaſonable Demands about 
Religion 3 and, as it s molt ingenuouſly obſerved by a late 
Writer of our Nation , ſhew themſelves now as violent in 

reſling England's Uniformity with Scotland, as they were 
| anna in condemning the Deſign of bringing Scotland to 
an Uniformity with England. 

'Tis not my Task to meddle with theDifferences betwixt 
the King and his Engliſh Parliament, which I leave to the 
excellent Pens of that Nation 3 but ſure I am , there was 
not the leaſt Reaſon for Scotland's eſpouling the Parliaments 
Quarrel, or for fomentingtheir Jealouſies of a Prince , wha 
had ſo lately given us ſuch undoubted Marks of his traaſcen- 
dent Bounty, in yielding to all that our Covenanters de- 
manded 3 beſides, by the Explication of the Covenant, we 
obliged our ſelves to aſliſt his Majeſty in every Cauſe that 
concernd his Honour ; and fo ought to have been 'thankful 
for his Majeſty's Condeſcenfion , in ſuffering us to continue 
neutral; yet notwithſtanding theſe Obligations, The / Par- 
hament's Intereſt was ſo dearto our Commiſſioners then. at 
London , that _— the Quality of Mediators, in whicn 
they firſt appear'd , they ſided _ with the Houſes a- 
gainſt the King. Nor were our Miniſters at home lefi par- 


tial , our Pulpits did ring with Curſes againſt ſome, who 
{Ie F 2 were 
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were for a Neutrality , as $22 to the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
and the Reformation of Exglarnd :;: all were invited to join in 
ſo meritorious a Work , and at length all Senſe of Duty was 
{d entirely caſt off ;/ that the \chief Promoters of thoſe De- 
figns adventur'd to aſſume to themſelves a moſt undoubted 
Prerogative'of the Crown, in ſummoning a Convention of 
Eſtates without the King's Leave. 

--From a Convention call'd without Anthority, there was 
noreaſon to expect any legal Proceedings , or Complyance 
to the King, who yet vouchlafed to approve of. their Mee- 
ting,” upon Condition , they would oblerve ſach Limitatt- 
ons, as were -preſcrib'd in his Letter. But the Bulineſs of 
Ergland , arid the raifing an Army, being the only Things , 
which he forbid them to meddle with, were the firſt winch fell 
under ther Conſjderation; andCommiſitoners being ſent from 
the Parliament of Exglaxd to treat about an Army, our Con- 
vention of Eſtates , notwithſtanding the King's ſpecial Com- 
mand to the contrary ,' received them with open Arms, a- 
preed readily to their Demands, and expreſt ſuch an hearty 
Defire of a ſtrict Union betwixt the two Kingdoms, that 
their warm (Conſultations did ina few Days hatch thefalemn 
League arid Covenant. 
-'Te-was ſtrange to ſee a League , which ſo highly concern'd 
a'King, two' Kingdoms ; differing much in Laws and 
Conſtitutions, and two Churches, differing noleſs in-Wor- 
ſhip and Diſcipline , ſ@ eaſily and ſuddenly concluded. It 
was firſt ſeen, afterwardsapproved, and laſtly ſworn in the 
Gentieral Aſſembly , all-within the ſhort Period of three Days. 
The Miniſters made this wonderful Unanimity paſs. with ' the 
People for an undeniable Teſtimony of - the Divine Appro- 
bation 3 tho others, who could never. be convinced that 
the former Covenant received its Seal from Heaven, enters 
tain'd no better Opinion of this, but did- attribute. their A- 


greement only to the dexterous Management of the — 
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who had ſuch a-powerful Influence and Authority over the 
reſt , thatthey feldom fail'd in any Thing they propoſed. 

The whole Negotiation-ended without any Debates. Yet 
there was apparent jugling on both Hands 3 for the Engliſh 
Commiſſioners had a great mind to carry with thema Scotiſh 
Army , but had no liking at all to our Presbytery ; and 
therefore confenting to a Refurmation, according to the 
Word of God-, told one another that they underſtood well 
enough what to make of that at home 5 the Scotiſh on the 
other Hand deligning to get Presbytery eEſtabliſh'd in Exg- 
land , caſt in the Words of Reforming, according to the 
'Pradice-of the beit refurmed Churches, hoping. this made: 
ſare for theirs,as the molt per {e& Miodel that could any where 
be found 3 onr Miniſters were likewiſe for abjuring Epiſco- 
pacy as ſimply unlawful 5 but neither the Engliſh Commil- 
ſioners then in Scetland , nor the Parliament or Atlembly of 
Divines at Weſtminſter, thought fit afterwards to deqre that 
Laſtitutzon nnlawftul : whereupon the: Article was conceived 
to import onlyan abokſhing of Epiſcopacy , as it waz. then 
ina England,without condemning what the Primitive Church 
had allow'd in all its Purity. To deſcribe all the ſubrile Arts 
which were uſed, the manifeſt Eluſfjons and Breaches where- 
with we charged Exng/and , and England us, together with 
the fatal Conſequences - of this Covenant in both Nations, 
would require much pains and leiſure, It will ſuffice at pre» 
ſent to make ſome brief ' Reflections, which may ſerve to 
cool our too great Fondnels of it. 

All that could be alledg'd againſt the National Covenant 
was of force againſt-this-z beſides many Material Circumſtan-. 
ces to render it yet more inexcuſable z for if we never find 
Subjets lawfully. united among. themſelves , without the 
Prince's leave, much leſs could the .Subjets. of one Nation 
take upon them-to make a League with thoſe of another , 


contrary. to.the King's Command , and in Prejudice of- his 
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Authority. Ought we not to Ree been contented with the 
Enjoyment ofall we could defire at home , without medling 
in the Concerns of another Nation , who generally did not 
appear fond of an Alteration , and never were fitted for our 
Church-diſcipline 2 Was there no more regard due to a S0- 
veraign , who had deſerv'd ſo well at our hands, than even 
to purſue him out of his native Countrey ; and grudge him 
that Liberty of Conſcience in Ergland , which he had gra- 
ciouſly yielded to usin Scotland 2 We read of many Nations 
that engagd in Wars for the Enlargement of their Sove- 
ratgn's Empire, or Authority over Strangers, we alone ſhall 
be hows to Poſterity as guilty of helping Strangers to ſhake 
off the Allegiance due to a Prinee born among our ſelves. 
But beſides theſe general Reflexions,cvery one of the fix Ar- 
ticles, whereof this Covenant conſiſted , lay open to ſeveral 
Exceptions. As 
I. It &em'd hard , that every ignorant Perſon in Scotland 
ſhould be obliged by Oath to endeavour the Reformation 
of England , according the Word of God and the Practice 
of the beſt reformed Churches. What knowledg , alas ! 
could Perſons of ſo mean Capacity or Education be preſumed 
- to have of Differences among reformed Churches, of which 
they were to judge upon Oath ! how could they weigh the 
Advantages of Holland above Geneva, of France above Hol- 
lind , or of Scotland above France , and accordingly endea- 
Vour the Reformation of Exgland ? truly 'tis to be doubted 
that more was here required of the meaneſt and weakeſt of 
the People, than many of our: ableſt Miniſters could well 
have perform'd : how could ſuch Perſons examine nice Que- 
ſtions about Church-Government according to Scripture , 
which have divided the learned World? and yet the Vulgar 
were to judge of ſuch , — thoſe Rules they ſwore to 
proceed. Nor dol ſee any ſhift , unleſs we allow them to 
relign their Judgment by animpliciteFaith in their Teachers, 
which 
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which makes no decent SA for a Reformed Church: 

The ſecond Article was lyable to the ſame Exceptions 
with the former : They ſwore , * To extirpate Popery , Pre- 
* lacy, Superſtition, Hereſy, Schiſm, Profaneneſs, and what- 
* ſoever ſhould be found contrary to: ſound Dodtrine , and 
*the Power of Godlineſs, This | take to have been a very 
hard Task for every one to perform, and more certainly , 
than ought to-be required of any Man, in Things which are 
not plain-beyond controverſy , as all ſuch Points were not 
then among them :. for we find , that one Miniſter did of 
ten inveigh againſt Opinions , as ſavouring of Popery ,. 
which another as poſitively deny'd , charging the contrary 
Opinions, as leading to Schiſm ; and ignorant Perſons, who- 
ander pain of Perjury were equally engagd againſt. Schiſin 
and Popery, muſt have found ſtrange Storms, raiſed in their 
Minds, and their tender. Conſciences dreadfully- rack'd , 
while they could not underſtand , which-ofthe oppolite Or 
pinions they might fafely embrace. 

Tho the former Part ofthe third Article concern'd Things: 
ofa quite different Nature , yet the Objections are much of 
the ſame kind, by that all were engagd to defend the Rights 
and Priviledges of Parliament : But , alas! who could ex- 
ped that common People ſhould be put to determine ſuch , 
when we hear of Debates ſtarted frequently concerning Pri- 
viledges , which the Wiſdom of our greateſt Senators 1s 
ſcarce able to accommodate , and ſeldom 1s it ſo done, as to 
anſwer all Objections , or ſatisfy every Member. Suppoſe 
a Parliament ſo divided , that it comes to a Breach, to what 
Party muſt the People then adhere, who are not able to 
judge , which of the two really maintains-their Priviledges , 
where both with Confidence pretend it , and back their: 
Pretences with plauſible Reaſons Nothing could have been 
more for the Peace of the World', than that a greater Re- 
verence had been kept up for. Vows and Oaths, by not ma- 

king 
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__ themtoo'common : But 2M our Fathers * would not 
be ſatisfied without engaging Perſons cf all Ranks in Oaths, 
tis to be wiſh'd that ordinary People had 'only been bound 
to hve peaceably in their Stations 3 to obey thoſe who by 
the Laws of the Land were ſet over them 3 not to counte- 
nance Diviſion and Faction , nor turn Stateſ-men and Cen- 
{urers of their Superiours : for in theſe and the like Engage- 


ments there had only been a further Ty laid upon them to | 


perform eaſy , plain, and neceſſary Duties, ſuitable to their 
Capacities , without medling in Matters beyond their reach. 
Whereas our late Covenants did unadviſedly raiſe ſuch - Per- 
ſons above themſelves , injoin'd them Things they could not 
diſcharge, and, contrary to all reaſon, ſpurrd thoſe on to 
be troubleſome , who ſtood more in need of a Bridleto 
check their natural Fierceneſs, and the H|-gronnded Opi- 
nion they had of their own Suffciency. | | 

By the latter Part of the third Article the Subjects Allegi- 
anceto the King was limited to the Preſervation and De- 
fence of the true Religion 3 as if Princes Rights, whatever 
they are , ought not to be maintain'd without any manner 
of Reſtriction ; thiswas a dear Diminution of the King's juſt 
Power and Greatneſs , and conſequently , inconſiſtent-with 
what they ſwore before in the National Covenant: But 
how ill they intended from the Beginning to maintain 'the 
King's Power and Greatneſs , their Poſitions as well as their 
Practices do declare. Tf we look critically into the Hiſtory 
of that Time, we ſee manifeſt Gradations in their Encroach- 
ments upon the Royal Authority : At their firſt entring into 
the National Covenant, it was alledgd, that the Body of 
the Nation , conſiſting of Church ww, State, might unite to 
reliſt the King. Some ' Years after , when the Union -be- 
twixt the twoKingdoms was ſo vehemently carried on, it 
was declared lawful to aſhift our Neighbours tm extorting 
from our Soveraign the ſame Terms for them , which - - 
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Royal Bounty he bad formerly ach&k to. grant.us. , At 
hſt, weadvanced a- Step higher , and boldly maintaind, 
That a few Aſſociate Counties might-take Arms againſt: the 
Authority both of King and Parliament z and: that ; having 
Power , they.-wanted not Right-;-upon all Occaſtons,, .ta 
curbthe Exceles of Government," Now: here we may..ob- 
ſerve that the extravagant Proceedings of ſome Weltern 
Counties, upon theſe ſeditious Principles, fix'd upon them 
the Name of Whigs ; which contemptible Mark of Diſtin&i- 
on wasfor many Years appropriated to us 5 till of late that, 
tothe Grief of all Men , it is become more univerſal, and 
has now unluckily crept into the next Kingdom 3. and , not- 
withſtanding its infamous Riſe , _is there too liberally be- 
ſtow'd upon ſome., and too much: gloried in by others. Thus 
the Barbarous Name of Guelphr,; which had for along Time 
beengiven to thoſe in Germanythat opposd the'Emperour , 
was at length fatally tranſplanted from: its; native Soil into 
Ttaly, a warmer Climate , where it took deeper Root, and 
became, for many Ages, the Fomenter of-terrible Diforders, 
But I hope our'Prince's Wiſdom will think fit to;giye ancar- 
1y-#nd effeftual Check to .this and all other Names of Fadti- 
on, which inſenfibly undermine the Government, alienate 
Mens AfﬀeGionsfrom one another , make wicked, Men more 
deſperate , when they ſee themſelves diſcoyer'd, eſpecially 
"when by the ſame Means they! are enabled to diſcover the 
Strength and Number of their Party , beſides many other 
unforeſeen! Inconventences, which may help 'to bring us 
back-into our former dreadful Confulion. . | 

The fourth Article did , in the Judgment of many, fet up 
anew Inquiſition, ſuthcient to:make all tremble, that, were 
HifaffeGted to the Cauſe; and 'tis plain their violent Courſes 
gave too much ground for this Complaint.: ſuch; as. out of 
real Conſcience towards God, or Senſe of Duty towards 
ther” Prince ,, refuſed to fign the, Covenants, were, after a 
G ſtrange 
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ftrange/rhaniter , declared Enemies to God and the King, 
roceeded againſt as Traitors, and forced either to undergo 
niſhmept , or languiſh in Priſon , while their Eſtates be- 
came a Prey to thoſe , who appeared moſt zealous in perſe- 
citing them.-- This inevitable Dangerobliged many to diſ- 
guiſe themſelves! into a ſeeming Compliance, to what in 
their Hearts they did deteſt. And theſe Methods being then 
made uſe of to ſettle the Purity of the Goſpel among us, no 
wonder ifthere were more of Hypocriſy than of the Power - 
of 'Godlineſs it! our Profeſiion 3 or, -if God were thereby 
provok'd' to diſown us and our: Cauſe , and to leave the 
Nation for many Years togroan under an heavy. Bondage. 
The fifth Article , which was for executing Juſtice. upon 
all wilfal Oppoſers, falls under the ſame Exceptions with the 
former, and might be laſtrated with too many Inſtances of 
Cruelty, which thoſe Times 'afford us :: How were our 
Scaffolds dy*d with the Blood of our Nobility and Gentry , 
who oppees the Torrent , and ſtood up for the Royal In- 
tereſt | How were Priſoners of War moſt unbumanely ſen- 
tered, ati put to Death ,' and all, that were like.to cre- 
ate them -any- trouble ,:deftroy'd without Mercy ! I need 
not'deſcend to any Particulars, which are {till too well 
known 3 and indeed as I am loth to; make Strangers ac- 
uainted with them, ſo I wiſh there could be a Curtain 
F lever to hide ſuch Tragical Picces from the. View of After- 
Apes. | 95 
Their fixth and laſt Article was a Bcnd of mutual De- 
fence againſt all Opfoſers, without excepting the King 3 
and this alone might ferve to render the whole void : for if 
the Oaths ofSubjeRs without the Prince's Conlcnt, in Things 
relating to the Publick, can never bind, much lefs then, if 
they direftly encroach upon his Authority. Ifa Vow could 
abſetve Subjets from their Duty, or deprive the Prince of 
his Right , then we ſhould only be Subjects , till we m_ 
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the contrary z and thus the World might find a compendj= 
ous Way to ſhake off all Dependance. But as the Vow 
. the Violation of any Man's Property,doth nat give ug a Tis 
ta do it, butonly renders our Oath unlawful 3. ſo; where x; 
tsin Prejudice pf the Prince, every Circumſtance , helps ta 
condemn us. When thoſe, who retain'd any Principles of 
Loyalty, inſiſted upon this , they did fly tatheir fincere Jn- 
tentions towards the King : but nothing can ſq well.explain 
their Meaning, as their Practices afterwards; .which, tor 
the Honour of our:Nation , ought either to be buried 10.6 
ternal Oblivion , or elſe ſo clearly manifeſted tothe Warld, 
that the Guilty might only be infamous to Poſterity, while 
the ſounder Part of the Kingdom recover to it its native 
tinture of Honeſty and Loyalty. Per 4a 

Having given foe ſhort Hints of the manner. of entering 
into both Covenants, of their Nature and Deſign ,. I am per- 
ſuaded there needs no further Evidence of their Unlawful- 
neſs from the Beginning , or of their many other Nullinies., 
to prove that they could lay no Obligation upon thoſe very 
Perſons , who ſubſcribd them 5 and 1f not upon them, much 
leſs upon us, who are their Children , to ftand wflulowiy 3 
then did. Nor dol indeed find any formal Ty ppon Pa» 
ſterity mention'd in either Covenant : for what js .alledged 
from the former, where 'tis declared ,.* That they axe: 
« yinced in their Minds , and confeſs with thair (ep ot 
* that the preſent and ſubſequent Generations .in this Land 
* are bound to keep that National Oath and -Sybſcrjption 
* inviolable 3 may prove perhaps that ſach was the Opiign 
of our Fathers, but can never make it objigatory, withus, 
ſceing the granting this were to pue1t in every. Man s Power 


to entail his Opinzons upon thoſe who come after. ym 2 $0 
which none of us, I preſume , will be willing to yield. i But 
allowing matter pf faft, .and that. there had. been, poſitive 
Oath made by chem3athe nag of: thr Poſterity, :.Yes 98 
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Gath being by Authority declared unlawful , and- we for- 
bidden to obſerve it, the Compliance ' we ow to thoſe whom 
God has fet over:us ,. cancels' all ' Obligations of this kind”, 
that oat Parentscould lay upon us.' 'I- ſhall therefore 'con- 
clude , 'that'ſceing out CoV/thents were in ſo many. reſpects 
unlawful from the Beginning : and ſeeing there was neither 
any formal Obligation laid upon-usby our Parents to obſcure 
them 5 nor yet their Authority 'in this: Caſe allowable , as 
mterfering with the Laws of the Land, there the leaſt ſha- 
dow of Reaſon cannot be brought.in behalf of any that pre- 
ſame now to renew thoſe Covenants, when the contrary 
is ſo plainly enjoind'us by our reſcifſory At of Parliament ; 
bnt as fuch Perſons proceed not upon; rational Grounds , fo 
it is in vain to think of reclaiming them by_'Forte of- 4 | 
ments; the Government muſt-deal with this frenzy , 'and in. 
its Wiſdom find out a Cure ſuitable to ſo dangerous a Dif: 
temper , before the Infeftion ſpreads it ſelf wi Er. 
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"© Tfhould be'glad to make an end'here , without - mention» 
ingthe Jaſt. Objetion 3 not that I apprehend: any Difficulty 
in undertakjrig to anſwer it , 'but becauſe T' really bluſh: to 
puplifh/the' pernicious and trajterous Principles, which ſome 
atiotig us have of late taken up , -and'ate not.now aſhary'd 
to-own, That our Soveraign_ has forfeited all Right to* his 
Crown; and that his Subjets are abſolv'd thetn their Alte- 
"'Tis plain that Princes Perfons and Authority are more cf: 
feRtually feeur'd By the ChriſHan' Religion! than by allrhe 
Contrivances of humane: Policy. © Fear or ' Intereſt among 
Heathens were the chief Motives to keep Subje&s within the 
Bounds of * their - Duty ,/ an#&- matle +them Tubmit Ginn 
b 
then, 


they Hurſt Hot reb0), *Princtg had outwar@ Obetienc 
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then, which was all they KEAF then either challenge or- 

- But the Dodrine, taught by our. bleſſed Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, did faſten their Crowns much ſurer , gave 
them a-new Title to-reignin- their Subjets Hearts , ' made 
Subjeds/dutiful; more out of-Conſcience than Fear ; and by 
forbidding- Reſiſtance under pain. of Damaation/, laid a 
much ſtronger Ty upon Men, than the Hazard of Lives ind: 
Fortunes, orall other humane Penalties could ever have 
done : And-, no queſtion, -had: the Roman Emperours un- 
derſtood liow much they- were beholden to: Chriſtianity , 
mſtead of endeavouring- to- extirpate i, they: would have 
protected and-encouragd it ; for as long as Chriſtians ſuf 
fet'd themſelves: to be governd by the Maximes which 
Chriſt left thent \, - Princes -were truly happy in ſuch Sab- 
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Rh did indeed-put-a Sword into his Miniſters Hands, to 
puniſh notorious- Sinners, when-he gave theny Power to ex+ 
communieate , or cut Menioff from being: Members of the 
Church, in depriving them of the Benefits and publick Ex+ 
erciſe of their Religion : and there being no- Exemption- 
granted toany Perſon, Kings and Emperours themſelves 
were to fall underthis heavy-Cenfure , when thetr Offences 
deſerv'd it. But tho-Miniſters-had the Courage to (hut them 
ſomerimes out of Chuech , as St. Ambroſe. did | Theodaſtws the 
Great, yet- they did not pretend to thruſt them.oft their 


Fhrones., -or wreſt their Scepters out of their Hands. They 


knew that their Authority was only Spiritual , and did not 
therefore meddle with thoſe Priviledges , which they en» 
joy'd'as Princes; but readily obey'd, in all-other Caſes, 
thoſe wham they.excluded from.their Aſſemblies'z and thus 
they -kept-within the Limits, preſcrib'd by Chrilt, for'-near-.g 
thouſand Years: | , | | 
When the Spirit of "Chriſtianity . was - afterwards - quite 


and. 
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and Ambition of the Roman Nardi made them ſtretch 


their Authority further than Chriſt deſign'd itz and then 
did they begin to declare, that Princes, falling under the 
Cenfure:of Excommunication, did forfeit- their Crowns and 
all. other their Temporal as well as Spiritnal Priviledges. 
'The'great Advances Gregory: the ſeventh and his Succeſiors 
made in ſeveral attempts of this kind , and their Vanity to 
{ce themſelves on a ſudden raiſed to an univerſal Monarchy, 
' wade: them vigorouſly purſue. ſuch Courſes, and thunder 
their Sentences of Excommunication and Forkeiture ſo libe- 
_ [ that, upon every flight Occaſion, Princes were laid 
alide , SubjeRs abfolv'd fromtheir Allegiance ,' and Crowns 
and Scepters freely difposd of , when and to whom they 
Pleaſed ; ſo that under Calowr of maintaining Chriſt's Pre- 
rogative,they refug'd to give unto Ceſar what was Ceſars, far 
from paying Tribute, as Chriſt had done, Kings were forccd 
to turn their Tributarics 3 and, by ſetting up a new Power 
-1n every K1 they made Pririces, contrary to the In- 
tetition of Chriſt and the Goſpel, great Loſers by the Chri- 
Under theſe heavy Preſſures had the Chriſtian World for 
{ſeveral Ages groand , when God raiſed up a Spirit of Re- 
formation an our Fathers, who , among the manifold Cor- 
ruptions of ' Rowe, obſerv'd the 11] Treatment Princes had 
there met: with , ;and reſolv'd that, in reſtoring to Chriſtia- 
nity its ancient Luſtre, Princes ſhould again be poſleſt of 
the Prerogatives entaild upon them by the Goſpel. This 
made the firſt Reformers inveigh ſo bitterly againſt the Uſure 
pations ofthat See , and enforce upon Subjetts Allegiance 
and Submittion as. Duties, from which none upon: Earth 
- could abfolvethem3 'and we bave Reaſon to believe that the 
Juſtice, then doneto Princes, provd under Godan effetual 
Means to reſcue many Nations from the Roman Yoke. ' Nor 
vis Duty to. Princes only preacht up atfirſt ; but it has ever 
oy INCEC 
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ſinde continued as a PE < 00 in 'the. beſt. reformed 
Churches, where, next to the Purity of their DoQtrine and 
Worſhip, relating immediately to God, they have all along 
gloried moſt in the Loyalty ofcheir Religion , for laying in- 
diſpenſible Ties of Obedience upon Men towards .his Viger 
gerent. So that, as it paſſes with many for a Maxime, that 
Papiſts, ating according to the Principles of their Church , 
can hardly be good Subjees, tis moſt certain that Proteſtants, 
who are not conſcientioutly dutiful and loyal, fwerve from 
the Principles of the Reformed Religion 3 and tho there are; 
alas ! too many Inſtances of ſuch, both at home and abroad, . 
yet their corrupt Practices muſt not ſtain the Purity of the 
Dodrine, by which they ſtand, condemned. | 
But while I aſcxibeto the Reformed Religion the Honour 
of recſtabliſhing Princes in their Rights, I am ſorry any of - 
my Countreymen ſhould renounce their {hare in it, by pre- 
tending that our Soveraign has forfeited his Crown , and }_ 
that we are' freed from our Allegiance. Theſe, alas! are 
Words not hitherto known amongſt Orthodox Proteſtants, 
but as they meet with them inimprous-and condemned Wri- 
ters. ; Let us conſule the Confeſhons of all the Reformed: 
Churches in the World , and ſee if any. of them teach this - 
Dofrine. Let us ſend an impartial Account of our Caſe, 
with the Nature of our Monarchy, to allthe Proteſtant Uni- 
verſities abroad , whether in England, France , Germany, 
Holland, Switzerland, or Geneva, and try if we can have the 
Teſtimony of any one Society to confirm-us in this Tenet, 
Let us fee if we can meet with one eminent Proteſtant Dj- 
vine , one fingle Perſon of Credit and Learning , that witl 
own himſclf of this Perſuafion. If we look back to the Do- 
&rine or Prattice of the Church in the Primitive Times , we 
can find nothing there that makes for our Purpoſe. Neither 
Hercdſy vor Idolatry in thoſe Days did make void Princes 
Right to govern, Conſtantive, an Arrian, and: Julian, a Re- 
| | negade, 


negade, were own'd Rs. «2M by thoſe ; whodeteſted 
their Impieties, as much as Foviavns or Theodeſinr, -who were 
Orthodox. The more degenerate Apes, and the moſtcor- 
rupt part of the Church firſt taught us 'the Principles, ' upon 
which ſome of us now:go. We muſt look' no higher than 
Hildebrand, and apply our ſelves only to proſtitute Cano- 
niſts and Jeſuits for Teſtimonies and Arguments to prove 
that Princes can o eaſily forfeit therr Crowns; for I know 
there are many well-meaning Papiſts , if not whole National 
Churches , that will utterly reje& this monſtrous Dottrine, 
And truly then *tis hard that we, who look upon our ſelves 
as the moſt thorowly Reform, ſhould contemn the Pat- 
tern ſet us by the Ancients , diflent from all our Brethren , 
| and fide with the greateſt Enemies: 6fiour Religion in a 
Point, for which they have been'ſo much exposd. | 
Now no wonder if we run into ſtrange Abſurdities, when 

, the whole Matter is granted upon falſe Suppolitions : Firſt-, 
we will have the King's Right to commence -only  from'the - 
Time of his Coronatien':.then we will have -the: 'Coronari- 
on a Compat'or Agreement with 'the People; by - which 
the Prince forfeits his Right , ifhedo not duly perform his 
Part : and laſtly, we ſeemto make the late Covenant paſs 
for the Coronation Oath : all which are inexcuſable Miſc 
takes. Firſt, our Laws admit of no [nterreeim:, but date 
the Beginningof-one King's Reign from the very Inſtant that 
another expir'd, it being an Axiom with us, and 1n allother 
Hereditary Monarchies , that the King never dies. The fa- 
tal Blow , that depriv'd us of our Jate Soveraign, put the 
Crown immediately vpon his Son's Head : From that Mi- 
nute we were obliged to pay the fame Duty to our preſent 
Soveraign, which till then we ow'd to hisFatherz ard they, 
'who reliſted him before his Coronation, were Rebels as well 
as theſe who have done it fince. Whatever therefore a 'Co- 
Tonation might have been anciently , 'tis now only. look'd 
upcn 
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upon in the Natbreof an Inſtalment-, upon. which, out 
Prince's Tile: to reign doth no- ways depend; ele it 
would be the firſt ape = wanld go about : where-. 
& it is ordicariy-put off till ch, Ticze.z] ag i can be per-, 
formed with the maſt Soletnnity. -- If the facond: place ie 

s by this; that: the, Corgnation; is ,no ſuck Cam- 
pat as deſtroys the Prince's Title , if he. fail in his parts 
tor where he has his Crown by Inheritance, bis Caronati-, 
on is the Effecof his Title, bur got-bis Title of his Co- 
ronation., which-can never make: him loſe. what itdid 


curſtinces Gll4hatwers over 1 but, onthe athex bands 
if theiy Coronation limited cheir : Biryb-right,, (or. i 
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+:Laſtly; inthe Buſioek of the Covenant there. is a dou- 
bleFaliacyh fiſt, in makivg! it. paG for: the; Gorpoation 
Qath.4 and fecond]y; in mooring: #: Forfeiture of the 
Crown, where _ EARS ths Lad ris When 
we complain:afthe King's not making.goad the Cove- 
nane';:we afirm:that. he baxtherchyonperll his Bi It tO 
govern; which: yet.,; accarting -tq;-0ur [{Qwn |. Supp: 

tion, :15riot true; untds we: allow' the Covenant to 

the Coponation Oath. . But ts; is abſurd, ſeeing the Co- 
& id venant 
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venant isanew Thing , never heard of by his Majeſtie's 
Royal Anceſtors , who did all take ani'Oath at their In- 
ſtalment 3 and as his Title to/ the Crown differd in no- 
thing from his Father'sand his Grandfather's, fo ought his: 
Coronation Oath to havebeen likewiſe the fame. But if 
we took upon us to alter it , or to add ' the Covenant as 
a new Clauſe , no wonder if his Majeſty queſtiond what 
we did without Authority , and refusd to confirm ſince, 
what was extorted from him during the Rebellion. This 
35 certain;that had our Repreſentatives in Parliament con- 
ſidered the Covenant, either as a part of: his Majeſtie's 
Coronation _ , or o \ Oath _ ” it ſelf, and 
lawfully imposd upon the King and his Subje&ts, th 
would Lone hive orderd itto be abjur'd ,.nor have - 
lard that there lay no Obligation either upon Prince or 
People to obſerve it. Secondly, a Forfeiture: of the 
Crown doth not follow upon a Breach of the Corona- 
tion Oath 3 becauſe, as I already obſcrv'd, the King has 
his Crown by Inheritance,not by-EleQien; and his Right; 
being of a' more ancient Date,” can never depend upon 
what followed. 'The King was obligd tobe a-juſt Prince, 
and we'to be dutiful Subjedts, before that ed A- 
greemenit at his Coronation 3 and if he ſhould. have faild 
in his part , yet we were bound to make good ours, even 
before we ſwore any Oath of Allegiance. I confeſs the 
King's Oath is a further Confirmation of his Duty ," and 
if he were guilty of any ſuch Breach , it would much ag- 
gravate his Sin; but God, before whoſe . Tribunal he 
muſt ſtand , can/only call him to an Account for it : He 
is theMiniſter of God , a&s by his: immediate Commilli+ 
on , and he alone can cancel x. © T.o God he -forfeits his 
Crown , if he ſhould be found to manage it ill; and in 
this Caſe we were patiently to wait till Heaven —_— 
| | it 
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fit to remove him , popenrigethet the greateſt Injury 
and Breach of Truſt was to who employ'd him. But 
ſuppoſing a Forfeiture , how come the People. to claim 
the Benefit of it, or to pretend themſelves his Heirs? In 
ſome extraordinary Caſes, ſuch as Frenzy , or the like, 
the Safety of the Kingdom may require an extraordinary 
Remedy , as at preſent in "Portugal, yet even where the 
King's inſufficiency makes himunable to govern, SubjeQs 
are not freed from their Allegiance 3 if | Ah remain any 
that have Right to govern as Adminiſtratorsin his Name, 
their Station 1s (till the ſamez no perſonal Fault nor De- 
fe& in the Prince can diſſolve the Government, nor 
leave People to an entire Liberty of chooſing whom they 
will obey. 

Now after all, we are as little able to prove'a Breach 
upon the King's Part, as we are able thence to infer a 
Forfeiture. His Majeſty did ſwear to govern according 
to the fundamental Laws of the Kingdom 3 nor can we 
ſhew where ever he has broken them. Has he not , in 
- Matters of Difficulty, vouchſfafed to recur to his Great 
Council ? has he notſuffer'd the Laws tohave their free 
courſe > has he ever invaded any Man's Property , or 
deny'd any Man Juſtice ? has he ever delighted in Blood- 
ſhed, or given us one Inſtance of his Cruelty 2 So far has 
he been from giving Occaſion to theſe curſed Aſperſions 
of Tyranny and Oppreſſion , which the Enemies of our 
Peace do with equal Malice and Falſchood caſt upon. his 
Government, that if, without Breach of Duty, we durſt 
complain of our Prince , it ſhould be of his too great In- 
dulgence , which has hurt both himſelf and us: for 'tis 
plain that fatious Spirits have adventurd to diſturb our 
- quiet, out of hopesof _—_ But he has arrogated 


to himſelf, ſay ſome, King Jeſus's Right , in offering to 
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ory the ſeventh charge 'the Emperonr Henry he forth , 
Then heonly maintain'd the Prerogarives of his Crown. 
Has ,he,teddled more with Spiritual Afﬀairs than-other- 
Princes have done > Euſebinr thoyght it for the Honour 
of Conftantine'to fer dawn his Words In =n' Aſſembly - of | 
Biſhops, where he called himſelf a Biſhop appointed by 
God, to ſee to the putward Settlement of the Church 5 
and muſt jt be art Encroachment upon-/Chriſt in-his Ma-- 
jelly » to do what was fo much' commented in that-great 
Emperour? Did his Majefty arrogate to him(df Chriſt's. 
Right, in, rejeQing that Form of Government which was. 
brought in by Rebellion , or in reſtoring that Order and 
Decency , which were then, baniſh'd ? did he arrogate 
too much to himfelf,in prey mary to perform his mar- 
tyrd Fathers Will , or to firppre Schiſm 2- In. theſe 
Things , ſure, he ated rather in the quality of a nurſing- 
Father , and —_ no ſhall Part of his Traſt-z for 
what, more acceptable Seryice could he have done to- 
Chriſt, than to interpofe his Royal- Author ;in promo» 
ting a blefled Uniformity among us 2-7 - ' - 

There remains yet one ſtrangeArticle agamſt his Majeſty, . 
fach an one as Pm confidentthe World has not hitherto 
been acquaintedavith, and that ts the Sentence of Depa-- 
fition laſtly paſt npon'hitr ini a preterided Convention of. 
Eſtates,” as we Tearn'from. the Lawrick Declaration, - But 
fectng we have fo lame an” Account of this Buſineſs , I 
hope they will be pleaſed to tell us , when, where, -and 
by what Authority that Afembly was call d , of whomiit 
conſiſted, whatLords'Spiritzal and Tetyporil fate there: - 
for without them, in our Government," there can” be 'no- 
Convention of Eſtates: who preſided there 1n his- Maje« 
fic's Natne 3.-ir being'alfo neceflary that he (bould _ 
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had his Repreſentative.” In the mean Time, before an- 
Anſwer be returned to theſe Enquiries, we are fully fa- 
tisfied , that as they met without the King's Authority ,. 
and upon a molt wicked Deſign , ſo their Rebellious- 
Eonventicle muſt not be called a Convemiion of Eſtates: 
It was a ſecond high Court of Juſtice, and another Brad» 
ſbaw no doubt. was their Preſident'; this arrajgn'd the. 
King, as the former did his Father 3. nor could he have. 
eſcapd their barbarous Cruelty , had he been withig 
their Reach. The extravagant Proecedings at Weſtuwn- 
fter againſt our late Royal yr, have neither been ſq- 
much for the Glory of. our Neighbours , nor for our 
own Intereſt , as to tempt any among vs to follow their - 
black Example , and a& the fecond Part of a Tragedy , 
which nothing, in Modern nor Ancient Hiſtory, :can pa» 
rallel ; and upon which it was hop'd Poſterity would” 
have look'd back with Horrour. But the Members.of the 
late mock-Convention among us, have, tq their eternal 
Infamy, approv'd of what was donein the high Court of 
Juſtice , by theirattempting to-renew it : and; when all 
true Proteſtants and Subjefts would be willing to- 
buy off the Guik and-Ignominy af $hat atrociousCrime 
at any rate, theſe Men. wouki help to transer & upon- 
us., -or at teaſt would have'us engag'din a Villany of the- 
famckind, Onr.own Hiſtory furniſhes us already with 
too many Inſtances of Kings exher-aflaſnated,.,poiſon'd, 
or kill'd in open Rebellion 3 but never, all of late, were 
we known to put off all Senſe of Modeſty as well as Dy» 
ty , and, in-Contewpt of Divine and Human Laws, to- 
trawple upon the Throne , arraign our Soveraign be- 
fore usas a Criminal , and, by a facrilegions Uſurpatian 
of God'iRight , paſs-Sentence of Depolities upon him. 
What Apprebenſions wult the moderate Ie] 
| _; 
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abroad have of our __ A they hear of this dread- 
ful Sentence of Depoſition, and that 'of Excommumca- 
tion ifſu'd out by Cargil, inthe Name of the true Pre«by- 
terian Kirk of Scotland ? the former forbidding us to 0- 
bey the King, andthe latter to pray for him. With what 
Amazement will it ftrike them , when they ſee therut- 
moſt Extent of theſe Sentences , which begin with the 
King, but bring in the beſt. Part of the Kingdom , all 
Officers of the Crown, Privy Councellors, RR Ma- 


== Officers of the Army, Guards , and other Soul- 
* di 


ers , whoars more immediately mark'd out for Deſtru- 
ion , as being either Perſons in truſt, or Adherers to 
the Government? Nor are the Orthodox Clergy, men 
everywhere ſacred by their Profeſſion , to be here exem- 
pted ; with themthey have begun,and ſhew'd in the Per- 
on of our late moſt reverend Metropolitan, what the reſt 
may expe} if the Malice of that Party be once arm'd 
with Power : ſo that before theſe Sentences be executed 
according to theirfull extent, we are like to be in the la- 
mentable Condition ofthe Egyptians, we ſhall not have 
an Houſe without ſome one or other dead in itz only in 
this we differ , the Angel of the Lord deſtroy'd their 
Firſt-born, whereas we are defign'd to deſtroy one ano- 
ther. It is really ſtrange how Men , that have thus ſha- 
ken off all the Ties of Religion and Nature, and own 
ſuch bloody and deſperate Principles , are not ſometimes 
afraid , leſt our Neighbours, when theſe Thingsare pu- 
'bliſhed abroad , ſhould take the Alarm, and join with 
thoſe in danger at home , to cut them off as ayow'd Ene- 
ries to their Native Prince , their Country, and their 
Friends, and conſequently to all Mankind : But as they 
appear yet to be only Perſons of mean Quality, and not 
very numerous in reſpe& ofthe reſt 'of the Kingdom , fo 
the 
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the Pitch of extravagance, which they are now arrivd 
at, ſecures them in a great Meaſure from Vengeance , 
and makes them the Objects of Pity , as Perſons diſtem- 
'd with a violent Phrenzy , and who, for the publick 
Safety, are to be kept in Chains, rather than deſtroy'd, 
and treated as brainfick Perſons , till they recover. And 
truly it may be worth our Governours Time to conſider, 
whether any ſo proper Method has been yet thought of 
for ſuch, as to remove them from Priſons to Houſes of 
Correftion z not to do them the Honour to bring them 
before Judicatures to revile the higher Powers, nor to 
Pillories nor Scaffolds , to confirm the reſt of their Par- 
ty by their obſtinate Sufferings z not to condemn them 
to dy as Martyrs, but to continue under ſevere Task- 
maſters, till Time, hard Labour , and the feaſunable Dif 
courſes of diſcreet Perſons , appointed forthis Purpoſe , 
may, by God's Bleſſing , prove the effe&tual Means to 
cool their Heats, remove their Scruples , and reſtore 
them agaia to their right. Wits, 
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